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Welcome new co-coordinator
I have watched CSP activities, 

with much admiration, from 
the beginnings of this modest 
but energetic group. When CSP 
started, I was heavily involved 
with my career, raising two 
sons and running two home/
farm-based businesses with my 
family. Those responsibilities 
left me with little time for oth-
er work. I retired in February 
somewhat ahead of schedule, 
but with a strong sense of de-
votion to local issues. My years 
working in an array of livestock 
operations provided me with 
a good basis of understanding 
for some of the ag-related is-
sues facing Crawford County 
farmers and residents. The is-
sue of frac sand mining is also 
critical to me. My greatest de-
sire is to leave the land healthy 
and intact for everyone who 
wants to live, farm and thrive 
in this most wondrous place in 
the universe. My passions are 
to provide farmers with infor-
mation they may be able to use 
to thrive without expansion, 
and to help farmers find more 
effective alternatives to manure 
management. I am commit-

ted to providing and explain-
ing reliable research-based 
information to our group and 
the public. It is my pleasure to 
work with our outgoing coor-
dinator, Kathy Byrne, to learn 
at least a fraction of her vast 
water-monitoring knowledge 
and to fine-tune our water-
monitoring program so we 
can obtain the most useful in-
formation possible. My educa-
tional background is in wildlife 
ecology and veterinary medi-
cine. Please feel free to contact 
me with your questions, sug-
gestions or advice. Jane Mussey 
jem@mwt.net 608 538-3192.

Continued on page 2

Flying Feces and 
Nauseated Neighbors

Spraying Manure 
in Wisconsin 

By: Forest Jahnke
At the moment, aerial spray-

ing of manure is a relatively rare 
practice in Wisconsin, used on 
only fourteen farms. However, 
as the size and number of Con-
centrated Animal Feeding Op-
erations (CAFOs) in Wisconsin 
continue to grow (from only a 
handful before Wisconsin’s new 
livestock siting law of 2006, to 
253 operations of over 1000 an-
imal units today), there is a very 

real possibility that this method 
of manure spreading will be-
come increasingly popular. Al-
ready, this new method of ma-
nure spreading has generated a 
storm of controversy and truly 
gut-wrenching stories. 
Susan Turner, Warren, IL “On 
April 29, my three children and 
I were heading south from the 
Wisconsin Dells on Highway 
12 between Baraboo and Prai-
rie du Sac. Center pivots in full 

June 28, 2014 Wysocki Dairy Farm, Town of Armenia, 
Juneau County, Wisconsin, showing high-pressure guns at 
the end of central pivot irrigation systems.

swing made us roll up those 
windows and speed even faster 
as we searched for air that was 
not burning our lungs and nos-
trils. Just when we got to a clean 
pocket of air, the caustic stench 
happened a second time. A ser-
vice van on the opposite side of 
the road had pulled over with 
the driver sitting on the ground 
using an inhaler. He could not 
even operate his vehicle. The day 
before, on this same route it was 
full of haze so thick we could not 
see the usual pines on the scenic 
hills. We did get to see a guy get 
out of his car and puke on the 
side of the road though.” 

Scott Murray, Rome, WI “Our 
own personal experience, being 
300 feet away from an irrigator, 
included overspray of manure in 
our yard, with windborne mist 
covering our house, pool and 
cars. Where our house had been 
a gathering point for friends and 
ATV club members, the odor and 
contamination drove friends and 
family away. Grilling outside 
with friends and family became 
intolerable. The mist permeated 
the inner walls, insulation and 
carpet of our house with no way 
to get the smell out or mask it. 
Both my wife and I have been 
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Hydraulic fracturing:
not all it’s fracked up to be

By Forest Jahnke
The United States remains a 

net importer of both oil and 
natural gas, despite the boom 
in domestic production. This 
is unlikely to change until we 
shift our economy to one that is 
much less reliant on fossil fuels.

This year, the US has pro-
duced about 8.5 million barrels 
of crude oil per day (mb/d), 
but still imported over 9 mb/d.  
While our nation’s rate of do-
mestic production is booming 
now, it will likely peak within 
the next decade at about 1.5 
mb/d above current rates and 
then start to decline. Last year 
the United States produced a 
record 24.28 trillion cubic feet 
(tcf) of natural gas but we still 
imported 2.5 tcf of gas. The 
trend in US gas production 
rates is leveling off and will 
likely begin declining in the 
next few years ... just about the 
time new liquefied natural gas 
export terminals will be ready.

Wait ... why export when we 
cannot even reach energy in-
dependence as it is? The an-
swer becomes obvious, as it so 
often does, when you follow 
the money. The US oil and gas 
industry has been feverishly 
fracking away, at enormous 
cost to our communities and 
air and water quality, to in-

crease the value of their assets. 
This shortsighted and waste-
ful overproduction, aside from 
flaring off (burning off at the 
well-head) over a quarter of the 
gas extracted in North Dakota, 
has dropped domestic prices of 
gas below the cost of produc-

tion. Prices for gas are much 
higher abroad. Six export facili-
ties are already approved and in 
various stages of construction 
while many more are lined up, 
waiting for approval. Mean-
while, under heavy industry 
pressure, the crude oil export 

ban in place for over 40 years is 
being chipped away one export 
facility after another. Exporting 
these fuels abroad means more 
hydro-fracking in the US, more 
frac sand mining in Wisconsin, 
more pipelines and oil trains, 
and, since the industry will be 
getting double or even triple 
the price internationally, much 
higher energy costs for US con-
sumers. 

While many nations are mak-
ing great strides toward their 
energy independence through 
renewable energy sources, our 
continued dependence on the 
finite supply of fossil fuels holds 
us back from achieving a long 
term sustainable energy future 
and true energy independence.

So the next time you hear, “hy-
draulic fracturing will bring the 
US energy independence,” you 
can calmly and confidently call 
it what it is. A myth. Our Wisconsin Driftless Karst (This poster for sale - con-

tact CSP or see www.crawfordstewardship.org)

told by our doctor that the am-
monia smell had aggravated my 
COPD condition and my wife’s 
escalating allergies. Friends have 
said the manure spraying can be 
smelled all the way to Nekoosa, 
11 miles away.” 
Diane Miller, Arcadia, WI 
Once the pivot spraying of ma-
nure began, their lives changed 
considerably. The smell was over-
whelming. Diane cancelled the 
newspaper because it was always 
wet and smelly from the over-
spray. She stopped hanging clothes 
out to dry. Her husband who was 
confined to a wheelchair could 
no longer sit outside and enjoy 

bird watching because of the odor, 
The overspray on this wheelchair 
ramp made it dangerous to go in 
and out of the house unassisted 
while Diane worked. Flies would 
accumulate a foot high on their 
screens, attracted by whatever 
clung to the screens from the over-
spray.
Diane’s husband passed away 
a prisoner in his own home and 
Diane, like the Murray’s, sold and 
moved into town. Diane passed 
away recently. 

While this practice is regu-
lated under current law with 
restrictions from spraying too 
close to wells or homes, these 
restrictions are clearly not 

enough. Enforcement is gener-
ally left to self-reporting by the 
CAFO or citizen complaints. As 
the realities of aerial manure 
spray irrigation begin to sink in, 
municipalities across the nation 
are beginning to consider and 
pass ordinances restricting or 
banning it outright. Ten coun-
ties in Minnesota have banned 
the practice and North Caro-
lina, where the practice became 
commonplace a number of 
years ago, has now banned the 
practice for new or expanding 
CAFOs. Adams County, Wis-
consin, currently has a morato-
rium in place while more infor-
mation is gathered. 

Aerial spray of manure is not 

necessary and, while it may 
provide a few advantages to the 
farmer using this practice, the 
costs to our rural communities 
are simply too high. No one 
wants to be locked in their own 
home, sickened by constant 
foul odors or be faced with 
selling their home, possibly at 
a loss, and leaving the commu-
nity. There are few better ways 
to nip Wisconsin’s $12 billion 
outdoor recreation industry in 
the bud, than to fill our air with 
nauseating smells and patho-
gens. There are better ways to 
deal with manure that do not 
damage surrounding water-
ways, property values, human 
health, and enjoyment of life.

MANURE
continued from page 1
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Frac Sand Mining
By: Forest Jahnke
LWSRB decision struck down 

We are saddened to report 
that at the June 10 court hear-
ing on the lawsuit brought forth 
by Pattison Sand and the four 
landowners leasing their land 
against the Lower Wisconsin 
State Riverway Board’s (LWS-
RB) denial of permits for frac 
sand mining, Judge Craig Day 
ruled that the Riverway must 
issue the permits. 

The LWSRB decision had been 
prompted by an outpouring of 
concern from citizens and the 
understanding that mining 
activities (especially blasting) 
would be easily visible from the 
river. However, Judge Day used 
the narrowest definition of “ex-
cavation” available, defining it 
as “a hole in the ground” and 
failed to consider the processes 
of excavation (blasting, night-
lighting, and other conspicu-
ous activities) that the Riverway 
Board had considered in their 
decision. 

Unless the LWSRB success-
fully appeals this ruling, Pat-
tison Sand is now free to mine 

within our beautiful Lower 
Wisconsin State Riverway. 

It will be important for citi-
zens to monitor mining activ-
ity to ensure that Pattison Sand 
is in compliance. Please docu-
ment your observations by 
taking photos with date stamps 
and reporting any activities 
that can be seen from the river. 
Any photos and descriptions 
should be dated and should 
indicate where they were tak-
en. Materials may be sent to 
Mark Cupp, executive director 
of LWSRB. If something par-
ticularly egregious occurs that 
requires a rapid response, call 

Mark at the Riverway office 
800-221-3792 or mark.cupp@
wisconsin.gov. 
July Recalls in Bridgeport

Bridgeport Town Board 
Chairman John Karnopp and 
Supervisor Mike Steiner will 
remain in their positions at 
least until the next election cy-
cle, surviving recall challenges 
by Arnie Steele and Greg Web-
ster, respectively. Karnopp and 
Steiner both voted to allow 
Pattison to begin mining with 
virtually no conditions for 60 
years. The permit contained 
no protections for the health, 

safety, or property rights of 
neighborhood residents. 

Low voter turnout led to the 
successful recall of Rodney 
Fishler from his position on 
the Town Board which he had 
held since April 2013. Rodney 
cares deeply about his commu-
nity and always insisted that 
the board govern as openly and 
transparently as possible. Al-
lan Flansburgh has now taken 
Rodney’s place on the Town 
Board. Allan, formerly on the 
Plan Commission, has had test 
holes bored on his property by 
Pattison Sand Company, has 
a confidentiality agreement 
with Pattison, and is one of 
the landowners on the permits 
submitted to the Lower Wis-
consin State Riverway Board. 

Bridgeport Concerned Citi-
zens (BCC) still believes a ma-
jority of Bridgeport residents 
either do not want the mine or 
at least want some conditions 
on it. Bridgeport will soon feel 
the full effects of the frac sand 
mine as operations ramp up. 
This situation reinforces the 
importance of an informed 
and engaged citizenry. BCC 
has an ongoing commitment 
to educating its friends and 
neighbors, and plans to be in-
volved in the electoral process 
once again in April 2015. 
CSP Legal Action 

Crawford Stewardship Proj-
ect and fellow Bridgeport 
plaintiffs are coming into 
the last stretch of the lawsuit 
against the Bridgeport Town 
Board and Planning Commis-
sion for approving the min-
ing permits with virtually no 
conditions, failing to address 
citizen concerns or follow its 
own zoning, and for serious 
concerns of conflicts of inter-
est with various officials who 
made the decisions. Our initial 
brief was submitted on Sep-
tember 19; the Town and Patti-
son’s response briefs are due on 

CSP Water Monitoring
By: Jane Mussey

Crawford Stewardship contin-
ues its monitoring of three water-
way sites near the Wauzeka swine 
CAFO. Monitoring is conducted 
through the Water Action Vol-
unteers (WAV) Stream Monitor-
ing Program. Heartfelt thanks go 
to all of our dedicated volunteers 
who help us do this work. Please 
consider participating in the WAV 
water monitoring program. Our 
data is archived by the DNR and 
may be used to generate further 
studies of potentially impaired 
streams. Please contact CSP Co-
coordinator, Jane Mussey. jem@
mwt.net Please see the WAV web-

site for more information: watermonitoring.uwex.edu/wav 
We encourage well testing in the vicinity of CAFO animal housing and fields. The proposed expan-

sion of KD Partners dairy in Town of Haney makes additional well and waterway testing in the area 
extremely important.

Updates

Bridgeport Frac Sand 
Mine Site June 2014

continued on page 6 (back page)

Algae overgrowth on Boydtown Creek, August, 2014 photo 
by Kathy Byrne
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Follow the Nutrients 
Manure Issues and Solutions

Dealing effectively with huge 
volumes of manure produced 

by large animal feeding 
operations is a challenge. We 
discuss issues and solutions.

By Jane Mussey
For about the past seven years, 

a swine CAFO in Crawford 
County has been a major focus 
of Crawford Stewardship Proj-
ect’s attention.

Quick review: a farm designat-
ed by the State of Wisconsin as 
a CAFO (Concentrated Animal 
Feeding Operation) has 1,000 
animal units or more and/or has 
pollutant discharges to naviga-
ble waters and/or contaminates 
a well.

In the past few decades, con-
ventional small farms have had 
to weather increasing energy 
costs and fluctuating prices for 
farm products. Many farmers 
have been encouraged to ex-
pand to CAFO size as a way to 
increase farm profitability. Ex-
pansion increases the number 
of animals on a farm, and this 
can create more manure than a 
farm’s acreage can handle.

Nutrients in manure (nitro-
gen, phosphorus, etc) are nec-
essary for robust plant growth. 
A CAFO often produces more 
manure than the operation re-
quires to grow plants under 
its cultivation. A plan for the 
proper management of nutri-
ents in manure (Nutrient Man-
agement Plan – NMP) must be 
written, approved by regulatory 
agencies, and followed. There 
must be enough available land 
(leased, borrowed, and/or pur-
chased) to keep nutrients from 
becoming too concentrated on 
parcels of land where manure is 
spread, monitored by soil testing 
for phosphorus. Rivers, lakes, 
and streams in the vicinity of 
fields used by CAFOs to dispose 
of unwanted manure are at risk 
of becoming impaired due to 
nutrient runoff. NMPs are not 
designed to eliminate runoff, 
only reduce it. There is ample 
evidence that waterway impair-
ment is happening in the vicin-
ity of many CAFOs even though 

NMPs are in place. Impaired 
waterways are inhospitable on 
some level to life forms using the 
waterways, including human be-
ings. Nutrients enter waterways 
from manure runoff and from 
increased use of inorganic fertil-
izers to grow corn and soybeans 

for animal feed. When nutrients 
enter waterways, overgrowth of 
plants and microorganisms can 
occur. This overgrowth uses up 
some of the available oxygen in 
water.

Reduced oxygen levels can be 
a problem for fish and other 
aquatic life forms that depend 
upon oxygen dissolved in wa-
ter. Groundwater (in the form 
of well water), used by most ru-
ral-dwellers for household and 
livestock drinking water, can 
become contaminated by nutri-
ents, bacteria and viruses found 
in livestock manure spread on 
area farmland. Contamination 
can happen even if spreading is 
done according to a NMP. This 
is especially true in areas of 
Karst geology - areas where shal-
low soil overlies fissures in bed-
rock that lead directly to ground 
water - as in Crawford County 
and Kewaunee County. In Ke-
waunee County, manure spread 
by 16 CAFOs operating on Karst 
geology has led to the contami-
nation of nearly one third of 
the county’s wells. In Kewaunee 
County’s Lincoln Township, 
nearly half of all private wells 
tested hold undrinkable water 
due to unsafe levels of nitrogen 
and/or bacteria.

Where do the nutrients in 
CAFO-generated manure come 
from? Unless there is a closed 
system (a system in which nutri-
ents are recycled or “produced” 
on-farm), nutrients are brought 
to the farm in the form of feed 
and fertilizers.

CAFOs usually purchase ani-
mal feed from off-farm sources. 
Animal feeds are most com-
monly grown using human-
made “inorganic” fertilizers. 
About half the world’s food 
supply is currently grown us-
ing fertilizers synthesized by 
factory-based processes that 
require a lot of energy. For in-
stance, energy from fossil fuels 
is used to turn elemental nitro-
gen (found in abundance in the 
air we breathe) into nitrogenous 
compounds such as ammonia 
that plants can use. Phospho-
rus comes from phosphate rock 
mines, not unlike frac sand sur-
face mines. Energy is needed to 
screen, crush, and process phos-
phate rock with acid to create a 
soluble form of phosphorus that 
is incorporated into manufac-
tured fertilizer. These processes 
result in a long, energy-intensive 
trip for nutrients: from the air, 
the mine, the factory, to fields 
of corn, soybeans and forage, 
through livestock into their ma-
nure, onto fields (some of which 
may recycle nutrients within 
that farm’s system to produce 
livestock feed) and often, into 
surface and ground water in the 
vicinity of fields being spread 
with manure. 

 Digesters
One approach to manure man-

agement is to process it in bio-
digesters….huge vats in which 
microbes break down organic 
material without the presence 
of oxygen. This type of process 
produces a carbon-based fuel, 
methane, for use on the farm. 
Methane may be used to gener-
ate electricity, run equipment, 
heat living spaces.

Here are some of the down-
sides to manure biodigestion:
1. The equipment required by 
biodigestion is expensive and 
generally requires huge taxpayer 
subsidies to install, maintain, and 
operate on an ongoing basis.
2. Spills are not uncommon and 
can be severe. The Waunakee, WI 
digester has had three major spills 
and one explosion in less than a 
year.
3. The digestion process only re-
moves roughly half of the nutri-
ents that pollute waterways.
4. The remaining product is not a 
great fertilizer… this sludge prod-
uct has a high ammonia content 
and must be allowed to “rest” be-
fore use.
5. Continued use of digester 
sludge as fertilizer can acidify the 
soil and result in nitrogen loss.
6. In heavy clay soils as we have in 
the Driftless area, sludge can ac-
cumulate at the level of plant roots 
and cause growth problems.
Composting

Another solution to manure 
management is to compost 
excess manure. This method 
greatly reduces the chance of 
nutrient pollution of nearby 
waterways by containing and 
processing manure. The final 
product does not leave nutri-
ents behind. Compost is sold 
and used for potting soils, gar-
den amendments and landscap-
ing projects. For more than 20 
years a large dairy in Buffalo 
County, milking just over 500 
cows, has been producing com-
post that is bagged and sold to 
consumers as a high-value or-
ganic soil supplement.

In July, I visited Rosenholm-

Windrowing machine turning composting windrow
Les Kuhlman, Washington State University

Continued on page 5
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Wolfe Dairy and their on-
farm composting operation 
(Cowsmo Compost) near Wau-
mandee, WI. Their university-
trained agronomist, raised on 
a family-run Wisconsin dairy 
farm, is now in charge of the 
farm’s composting. Mandy 
Speerstra oversees the com-
posting operation and the use 
of some of the farm’s manure 
as fertilizer on the farm. Her 
knowledge, intelligence and en-
thusiasm shine through as she 
explains how the system works. 
Cattle are housed in a building 
where they have free access to 
stalls and feeding areas. Floors 
in the free stall barn and milk-
ing parlor are cleaned of ma-
nure by flushing with a large 
volume of water. Composting, 
and cleaning cattle areas with 
water, can only take place from 
about April through December 
because freezing temperatures 
make both practices difficult or 
impossible. Flushing with water 
creates a huge volume of liquid 
manure slurry. 

On Rosenholm-Wolfe dairy, 
the slurry is pumped to an 
overhead separator. The liquid 
portion drains to a series of two 
settling ponds where additional 
suspended solids are settled off, 
and the remaining water is re-
cycled to be reused as flush wa-
ter. Solids are used in the com-
posting process after dry matter 
is added to achieve the right 
moisture and nutrient balance. 
Composting at Cowsmo is done 
on an open-air, asphalt pad 

just down the road from the 
dairy buildings, in windrows 
(see photo) turned by a giant 
windrowing machine. Cowsmo 
purchased a used windrower, 
Mandy said, fixed it up, and re-
covered its cost in the first year. 
The process of composting (mi-
crobial breakdown of organic 
material into components eas-
ily used by growing plants) re-
quires oxygen and sustained in-
ternal windrow temperatures of 
110-140 degrees Fa0hrenheit, 
monitored during the process. 
Heat is created by the activity 
of microorganisms in the pres-
ence of oxygen. The windrow-
ing machine introduces oxygen 
into the system by turning and 
mixing the windrow.

During the months of De-
cember through March, out-
door composting cannot occur 
at Cowsmo because ambient 
temperatures slow down the ac-
tion of microbes. The compost-
ing process must be complete 
before temperatures get too 
low or the startup of microbial 
action in “frozen” windrows 
will be delayed in the spring. 
Flushing of cattle areas is also 
not done during these months 
or the floors would be icy and 
dangerous for cattle to walk on. 
Cattle areas are cleaned in the 
cold months by skid-steers as 
frequently as possible to reduce 
frozen buildup, Mandy stated. 
Manure is piled in a large area 
close to the free-stall barn un-
til spring composting can start 
again. 

Compost quality is judged on 
organic-matter content, water-
holding capacity, density, par-
ticle size and moisture content. 
It is also tested for heavy metals, 
though not a problem in dairy 
manure. While low-quality 
compost may be used for high-
way landscape plantings, the 
highest-quality compost can be 
used for potting mixes in plant 
nurseries, netting the highest 
profit, especially if certified or-
ganic. Cowsmo compost is cer-
tified organic even though the 
dairy is not. Possible contami-
nants such as antibiotics and 
pesticides are at such low levels 
in the finished product as to be 
undetectable, according to the 
National Organic Program.

What happens when it rains on 
the windrows? Mandy showed 
me that Cowsmo’s asphalt pad 
drains into a large grassy area 
where nutrient-bearing liquids 
will settle out and presumably 
not enter waterways. Mandy 
is proud of Rosenholm-Wolfe 
Dairy’s strong commitment to 
practices that do not harm the 
environment or affect neigh-
bors’ quality of life. In an area 
with several large farms, a com-
munity composting facility 
might be considered.

What about manure from 
swine CAFOs? Swine manure 
may be composted but swine 
manure composting systems re-
quire increased odor consider-
ations thus seem to need more 
equipment and more contain-
ment. The composting process 
removes offending odors.

The market for compost is not 
unlimited. It takes time and 
marketing savvy to make an 
on-farm composting operation 
profitable. Cowsmo entered this 
market at a time when there 
was an increasing interest in 
gardening, urban agriculture, 
and natural fertilizer products. 
Even though Cowsmo has been 
in this market for some time, 
there are still challenges, Man-
dy says, including competition 
from other compost produc-
ers. It may cost a farm operator 
more to install a composting fa-
cility, maintain it, produce and 
sell a quality product than it 
does to transport and dispose of 
untreated manure. On the other 
hand it may be a net profit for 
the farm operation in the long 
run.
Pathways to Sustainability

 The most conservative, envi-
ronmentally-supportable ap-
proach to manure management 

is to use sustainable sources of 
nutrients – ones that are not 
manufactured using fossil fu-
el-based processes - on farms 
that produce only the amount 
of manure the farm can use. 
Using grass- and forage-based 
systems for herbivores, hogs 
and poultry minimizes ma-
nure handling or eliminates it 
altogether. The principles of 
permaculture operations exem-
plify the sustainable, integrated 
use of plant-based and animal-
based agriculture. In the future, 
CSP plans to direct more of its 
efforts toward farm sustain-
ability. Shrinking farm profits 
can drive farm expansion but 
it can also lead in other direc-
tions: cooperative processing 
and marketing of products, cer-
tification programs such as or-
ganic and humane certification, 
pasture-based systems for live-
stock and poultry, direct sale 
of farm products to consumers 
and even cooperative farm la-
bor and equipment ownership. 
CSP is committed to sustained 
farm prosperity and resource 
protection. Wise management 
of manure resources will go 
a long way toward ensuring a 
healthy future for everyone in 
the Driftless.

Author’s note: At the time of 
this publication, a large manure 
spill has been reported in Door 
County. The operation involved 
is below 1000 animal units, there-
fore not a CAFO. In CAFO-size 
and many sub-CAFO-size opera-
tions, manure is stored in earthen 
lagoons or in above-ground stor-
age tanks until it can be hauled 
away. Manure is stored because 
spreading times are restricted by 
weather and soil conditions. The 
above-ground tank failed in this 
latest spill (See image above).

NUTRIENTS
continued from page 4

650,000-gallon manure spill in Door County, Sept. 2014

Manure spills happen

LEGAL FUNDS NEEDED
We can see the light 
at the end of the long 

tunnel with our lawsuit 
and can expect a final 
ruling as early as this 

November or December. 
We are looking forward 

to the ruling and 
continued work with the 
Bridgeport Concerned 

Citizens. Please consider 
a generous donation 
to help us finish this 

important action in the 
struggle to keep our area 

healthy and beautiful.  
Much appreciated!
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Stepping Back, But Still Committed
Departing words from Kathy Byrne

Kathy has been coordinating Crawford Stewardship Project pro-
grams for well over two years and we are so grateful for all the time 
and energy she has put into the project. Kathy’s deep love for the 
environment, compassion for people, and skill-set have been key 
to our successes over the last couple years and we will miss her as 
a staff member. 

“I have been fortunate to meet and work with many incredible 
and dedicated people who have greatly enriched my life and I am 
so grateful. CSP is an extraordinary grassroots organization that 
has done such amazing work that I am proud to have played a small 
role. I do plan to continue to be involved in some way as we can no 
longer ignore the environmental problems that continue to grow 
and expand. As Theodore Roosevelt said, ‘To waste, to destroy our 
natural resources, to skin and exhaust the land instead of using it 
so as to increase its usefulness, will result in undermining in the 
days of our children the very prosperity which we ought by right to 
hand down to them amplified and developed.’ I often wonder what 
legacy we are leaving future generations. It appears we are at a turn-
ing point which demands a new farsighted vision rather than short 
term gains and fixes that often benefit a few at the expense of many. 
Past generations sacrificed much to ensure and expand the pros-
perity of their children. Gaylord Nelson, former governor of Wis-
consin and founder of Earth Day said, ‘The ultimate test of man’s 
conscience may be his willingness to sacrifice something today for 
future generations whose words of thanks will not be heard.’ We 
only need to collectively make the decision and the commitment 
for needed change to accelerate. We owe it to ourselves and our 
families.”

Kathy Byrne

October 17; and our reply brief 
is due on October 31. Pattison 
Sand Company is free to mine 
the Bridgeport site, as they have 
done intermittently for the past 
few months, unless and until 
we win our lawsuit. There are 
times when there is a truck ev-
ery 20 minutes roaring past lo-
cal residences 24/7 for a week 
straight, while at others there 
is no activity whatsoever. Win-
ning our lawsuit would mean 
that the permits that Pattison 
Sand is operating under would 
become void, if they wanted to 
continue mining they would 
have to resubmit their applica-
tions, and Bridgeport would 
have to go through the process 
in a way that is more open, par-
ticipatory, and responsive to the 
concerns of the citizens. 
Pattison’s Prairie du Chien 
Loading Site

Operations at Pattison Sand’s 
Prairie du Chien rail loading 
site continue in an area zoned 
as “floodplain” and “open spac-

es riverfront” right next to a 
residential area, despite the bla-
tant violation of the city’s own 
zoning and continued com-
plaints from the local residents 
afflicted by the dust, noise, and 
lights. Operations often run 
24/7, while Crawford Steward-
ship Project and neighbors con-
tinue to urge the city to enforce 
its zoning and require Pattison 
Sand Company to move to a 
more suitable location.

Rather than move, Pattison 
Sand and the Wisconsin and 
Southern Railroad (WSOR) 
have decided to construct a 
massive $1.3 million building 
and railroad switch-yard. This 
building will cement the op-
eration in this inappropriate 
place and will greatly increase 
its operational capacity and ef-
ficiency. To support these ac-
tions the WSOR has declared 
preemption, stating that they 
are neither required to follow 
any state or local ordinances, 
nor must they complete the re-
quired permits before moving 
ahead with construction. 

MINING UPDATE
continued from page 3


