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June 23 Forum on Silica Sand Mining a Success

by Edie Ehlert
The Forum on Silica Sand Mining held in Prairie du
Chien brought together around 100 citizens from the
region for presentations and lively discussion on industrial
sand mining and how it might affect our area. We are
pleased with the turnout and the level of citizen concern.
A working group of citizens of the region grew out of the
meeting to address the issues of sand mining in our area.
Presenter Dr. Kelvin Rodolfo explained both the basic
geology of the sand, and the water and air pollution
problems that are plaguing the communities where the
hydraulic fracking industry is using our sand to blast deep
into the earth to obtain the gas and oil. Here in Wisconsin
the lack of regulation on potential water pollution from
polyacrylimide and the break down chemical, acrylimide,
a known carcinogen from the sand processing operations,
causes concern for our water.
Ken Schmitt, former Chippewa County Board member
and farmer, explained that the role of local government in
regulating sand mining carries the responsibility to protect
the health and welfare of citizens. Licensing ordinances
coupled with mining agreements and/or zoning with
conditional use permits are possible options, especially for
townships. Concerns about fugitive dust and the possible
health risks to sand mine neighbors were brought forward,
including data collection done by citizens that suggests
that living near the Chippewa Falls sand mines might be
hazardous, calling for more study by the DNR.
Pete Flesch, Crawford County Board Chair, reported that
the County Study Committee on Sand Mining is gathering
the options available to local government to regulate sand
mining.
Jerry Lausted and Pat Popple of Chippewa County Save
the Hills Alliance, wisair.wordpress.com, spoke to the

many issues facing citizens living along truck routes and
near mines and processing plants. Their message is the
reminder that it is the voice of many citizens that brings
action from government and agencies. Sue Vine of Prairie
du Chien Township told her story of the sand dust and
extreme noise that invade her home on a regular basis
from living next to a railroad-loading spur.
Citizens had the
opportunity to
ask questions and
offer opinions
on sand mining
in the area. Most
of those present
were opposed
to sand mining,
primarily for
reasons of dust,
noise, heavy
truck traffic,
environmental
degradation,
lowered property
values, and
incompatibility
Geological presentation with Dr.
with other
Kelvin Rodolfo, Professor Emeritus of
economic ventures Earth and Environmental Sciences at
such as farming University of Illinois, Chicago.
and tourism.
Please go to our website to view Dr. Kelvin Rodolfo and
Jerry Lausted’s power points that were presented at the
event.
For those of you who are not on the email news list or are
not receiving the weekly news, please let us know.
If you would like an electronic version of this
newsletter you may request it by email or download
from our website.

Letters to the Editor

June 23, 2012 CSP Frac Sand Mining Forum: welcome
by Edie Ehlert

Any of these articles would spark excellent letters to the editor. Remember to keep letters brief and to the point. Send to all of our regional papers: Courier Press, Independent, LaCrosse Tribune, Boscobel Dial, and
the Vernon County Broadcaster (email addresses below) and your local
papers. And send us a copy as well for our files (csp.county@gmail.com)
howe@mhtc.net, indnews@mwt.net, vcb.news@lee.net,
dialnews@mwt.net, news@lacrossetribune.com
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VOLUNTEER TO
PROTECT AND DEFEND
by Kathy Byrne
So many things are happening in our state, as well
as our county, that threaten
to change Wisconsin forever.
From CAFOs to frac sand
mining to high cap wells to
high voltage power lines;
they all play a role in the
destruction of our environment and depletion of
our natural resources. The
Driftless area is a beautiful,
scenic and special place.
Many come from far and
wide to enjoy what our
area has to offer. How long
will that last? Do you take
for granted the bountiful
beauty and resources where
you live, believing that the
destruction is happening
elsewhere and won’t affect
you?
If CSP and our volunteers
took that view, there would
already be frac sand mining, many more CAFOs and
high cap wells in the county.
Many people have stood up
and said, ”No, this is not
what we want.” They don’t

want polluted waters and
air and want to maintain the
hills and bluffs, the quiet,
the abundant wildlife, the
clean water and air. They
want to keep sustainable
industries, farming and
tourism thriving.
CSP is working hard to
protect our resources, but
we can’t do it alone. We
need your help. Please
consider volunteering, even
if for just a couple of hours
a month. We are in need of
water quality monitors, as
we expand our efforts to
creeks near frac sand mines.
Join our frac sand working
group or do research on
CAFOs and sand mining
issues. Join the CSP board
or one of our committees.
These are just a few of our
volunteer opportunities. To
see a complete list visit our
website at www.crawfordstewardshipproject.org
or contact Kathy Byrne at
kathybyrne@hotmail.com or
call 608-734-3143.
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Frac Sand Working Group meets every 3 weeks.

CSP FRAC SAND
WORKING GROUP
UPDATE
by Kathy Byrne

Crawford County has been a beehive of activity lately
with frac sand mining in the forefront. CSP held a Public
Forum on Frac Sand Mining on June 23, 2012 and from
that a regional working group was formed to address
the many issues touched on at the forum. The working
group has been meeting every 3 weeks since July, and
the members have been full of energy, moving ideas into
actions. Members are going out into their communities
passing out information and educating their friends and
neighbors on the impacts of frac sand mining and urging
them to get involved. Group members are working very
hard contacting and/or working with their local town
and village officials requesting that they either adopt the
Nonmetallic Mining Ordinance prepared by the county
Sand Study Committee or put in place other regulatory
options before the county’s moratorium ends on October
16. They are also designing posters, banners and signs,
exploring grant opportunities, working on fundraising
ideas, researching railroad, water and air monitoring
issues, and reaching out to other areas and organizations.
We are so grateful for all of the hard work the sand
working group has been doing to protect our precious
resources and environment from the serious impacts
of frac sand mining. There is still much work to be
done and we could use your help. If you are interested
in joining the working group, please contact us at
kathybyrne@hotmail.com or call 608-734-3143 or Edie
Ehlert at edieehlert@centurytel.net or call 608-734-3223.

Do you like what we are doing?

Please consider a tax exempt donation
(see contact information at box on left).
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Frac Sand Mining Update THE INDUSTRIALIZATION
by Edie Ehlert
OF RURAL WISCONSIN
The efforts of Crawford Stewardship Project staff,
board, and volunteers on frac sand mining have been
remarkable. Take a look at our accomplishments:
•Supported efforts of the Crawford County Land Use
Committee in authoring the 6-month county moratorium on nonmetallic mining and the county board
passage of the moratorium, which ends Oct. 16.
•Organized the June 23 Silica Sand Mining Forum
in Prairie du Chien that brought over 100 citizens
together to learn and discuss the issue and our
community options.
•Followed up with organizing the working committee
on sand mining that includes citizens of the region,
each actively promoting regulation and awareness
in their communities.
•Encouraged citizen participation with their township
and village officials to support regulation of frac
sand mining in the form of adopting the Nonmetallic Mining Ordinance created by the county sand
study committee, based on the Auburn and Howard
Township Ordinances from Chippewa County.
•Joined with other regional citizen advocacy groups
in forming Frac Sand Awareness Coalition (FSAC).
•Educated and raised awareness in the form of letters to the editor, information on the CSP website,
and in the CSP Weekly E-News.

Next steps for each of us includes:

•Attend our township or village board meetings in
support of regulation in the form of the proposed
Nonmetallic Mining Ordinance, a moratorium to
consider options, and/or zoning with an ordinance
to regulate. Many local governments will address
this issue in their September and October board
meetings. If your local government is hesitant, suggest they contact conservationist Dave Troester for
more information or talk with officials of neighboring townships that have adopted the ordinance. The
ordinance is available on the Crawford County website on the land conservation department section.
•If your township is pursuing land use and/or zoning, volunteer for their committee.
•Return to your township and village board meetings
and thank them for actions taken.
•Take part in all public frac sand mining application
meetings in your township, village, and county.
•Continue to write letters to the editor on the issue.
Turns out, most everyone reads the letters.
•Continue to talk with neighbors on the issue.
•Consider joining the CSP working group on sand
mining. We meet every 3 weeks in Prairie du Chien.
•Consider becoming a water quality monitoring
volunteer. We plan to monitor creeks near each frac
sand mine site in the area for chemicals, breaches,
and turbidity of the water.

by Edie Ehlert
“We can’t sell our home, we can’t walk away from our
home, but I can’t live every day wondering if the air my children are breathing is making them sick. Isn’t this America?”
asks Jamie Dragar, a mother of three lovely children. Both
she and her husband have Army careers and both were mobilized in 2003. They live surrounded by the massive open
pit frac sand mine near Tomah.
I took a trip to Kewaunee and Door Counties in August to
visit with folks who work with Kewaunee Cares, a group
of citizens dealing with living in a region that has as many
dairy cows, most in Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs), as there are people. I went swimming
in Lake Michigan, where communities weekly remove the
Cladophora type of algae, which has a sewer type stench,
from the beaches so the tourists can swim. In contrast, I
stayed at an organic rotational beef-grazing farm with playful cattle with shiny coats and “farm” smell of manure that
breaks down into the soil.
Residents deal with the assault of breathing air laden with
toxins. By default, they are in charge of monitoring the local streams, measuring levels of pollution likely attributable
to local dairy CAFOs. The DNR permits the CAFOs and assures neighbors that the CAFOs are “in compliance.”
Perhaps we used to be a democracy. But Wisconsin is under
assault by national and international corporations that see
our bounty of natural resources, our water, air, sand, land,
as theirs for the taking, using, and polluting. Vast profits are
made by a few, with a smoke screen called “job creation.”
Most workers on CAFOs are immigrants, sometimes illegal.
Workers at sand mines are brought in from outside for the
better paying jobs and some folks can get local trucking and
large machinery jobs. These industries are running farmers
off the land and compromising Wisconsin’s tourism trade,
which is based largely on our beautiful natural resources.
The Dairy Business Association (DBA) is a lobbying group
for CAFOs. Recently, a sand mining lobbying organization has formed, the Wisconsin Industrial Sand Association
(WISA). The WISA PR information states they will “Work
collaboratively with local officials and neighbors and support community activities.” Exactly how do you work “with”
neighbors suffering consequences of the fugitive dust, diesel
exhaust, noise, and sleeplessness of 100-500 frac sand trucks
roaring by their homes every day?
We are concerned that we will see a state “uniform sand
mining law” (very like the livestock siting ordinance) proposed by WISA and supported by legislators who get large
election donations from the frac sand mining industry. We
are hoping that the success and positive work of our local
county, township and village officials here and across the
state to carefully regulate the industry thus far, will carry
their voices loud and clear to their legislators. And as citizens, we need to continue to contact our legislators with
voices in support of local control on frac sand mining.

Crawford Stewardship Project
P.O. Box 284
Gays Mills WI 54631

CAFO WATER
MONITORING UPDATE
By Kathy Byrne
CSP and our volunteers
do monthly monitoring as
well as quarterly lab testing
of the surface waters around
the Wauzeka area CAFO.
Our June lab results showed
an unusually high level of
e-coli and other bacteria at
one of our monitoring sites.
The excessively hot and dry
weather may have played a
role in the overall increase
in bacteria but not the e-coli
which comes from animal or
human excrement. We were
concerned about these results posing a public health
threat and contacted the
DNR Water Resources Management Specialist in hopes

of getting source tracking
testing done to pinpoint the
source of this contamination.
The county conservationist
and health department were
also contacted.
The DNR recommended
doing another sample testing. This latest testing in July
showed bacteria levels were
lower but still elevated over
acceptable limits. The DNR
has been sent these results
and has not yet responded.
We have requested clear protocols and procedures from
the DNR to ensure prompt
DNR response time in the
future and are waiting for
those guidelines.
The Wauzeka CAFO’s
abandoned lagoons have
been emptied of all liquids.

We do not know when this
took place as we were not
informed. The DNR expects
that the sludge from these
lagoons after being tested
will be spread sometime
this fall. We will also not be
informed when this takes
place. The spreading of this
sludge makes monitoring
the area waters more crucial
than ever. We continue our
ongoing monitoring efforts
as well as working with the
DNR on these issues.
We extend our utmost
thanks to the water quality
monitoring volunteers for
their continued efforts. We
are in need of more volunteers as we move our monitoring efforts to waterways
around frac sand mines.

Welcome Barb Schieffer

Barb has always felt a deep
connection with the Earth,
which led to careers in
Environmental Education
and Conservation. Having
lived in the Driftless area for
10 years, she left part of her
heart in the Kickapoo River
Valley, so is happy to be
returning to live more
sustainably, to garden,
kayak, bike, hike and play
with the wonderful folks
who call this home. She joins
CSP staff, committed to
keeping the world a
beautiful, safe and clean
place for humanity in the
present, for future generations
and for all living beings.

