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The Bees are coming!
Tyler
Norman
of the Beehive Design Collective
takes us behind the complex and
beautiful scenes they create as
artistic and creative education tools.
Tyler is passionate about his work
and ideals, and his words will certainly
inspire you on your path of critical
reflection and strategic action.
The Bees will be buzzing over to the
Kickapoo valley on October 25,
3 - 5pm, 212 Main Street,
Gays Mills, Wisconsin.

Segment of the True Cost of Coal image
tice. We try to make these top- say that we are “cross pollinatInterview Written by Marinella
ics, that are difficult to under- ing the grassroots” as we travel
Pro, CSP co-coordinator
What is the Beehive Design stand, and often difficult to talk from one place to the next colCollective? And why the name? about, more easily approach- lecting stories from different
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telling posters evolved a couple
years later, and the last 8 years
have been spent on using the
posters as an educational tool,
as the group started to travel
and offer workshops around the
Country.
What are the topics of your
posters?
We have made four graphics
so far. One is about free trade
agreements, one is about the
drug war in Colombia, one is
about resistance movements in
Central America, specifically
about what indigenous people
are doing to protect their land
and communities and cultures
from industrial development
projects, and the last one is
“The true cost of coal” which
is about mountaintop removal
coal mining. There is a small
group of folks who are starting a project about industrial
decay in Detroit, and there is
also a group of people who are
making plans to do something
about the water shortage and
drought in California.
What are the steps involved in
creating a poster?
We start a project by collecting stories. We go to the places
where people are affected by
these issues the most and we
just ask them to tell us their stories. We will speak to hundreds
of people especially the ones
who live on the front lines, who
often feel like their opinions are
not valued and their voices are
not heard. Then we bring all
these stories together in the studios and we retell the stories to
each other over and over again
so they develop and we get better at understanding the crucial
pieces of the stories, the pieces
that connect different people’s
stories and what the crossover
points are. Through this process we draw out the bigger
picture. This process can take
up months and months while
Continued on page 3
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Water Monitoring Update
By CSP Board member Kathy Byrne
Crawford Stewardship Project
continues monitoring and collecting data of surface waters in
Crawford and Grant Counties.
The focus of CSP’s monitoring
program continues to be not
only on waters more at risk to
pollution from industrial and
agricultural activity but those
seemingly less vulnerable as
well.
Many waters in Wisconsin are
susceptible to runoff pollution
of some form or another and
the monitoring by citizen volunteers, including CSP’s, play
a vital role providing data to
the DNR and others about the
health of our surface waters.
There are hundreds of Wisconsin streams, rivers, and lakes
currently listed as impaired.

For more information and a
listing of Wisconsin’s impaired
waters go to dnr.wi.gov/topic/
impairedwaters/.
If you are interested in helping CSP with monitoring we are
always in need of volunteers.
Trainings are provided through
Valley Stewardship Network
and take place in the spring. If
you would like more information please contact Marinella
Pro at 608-637-7087 or marinellapro1@gmail.com.
As this year’s monitoring season comes to a close, we would
like to extend our sincere gratitude to all of our dedicated water monitors who generously
volunteer their time and energies doing this important work.
Please consider joining us!

Kids love to make it rain on the Driftless EcoScape!

CSP adds a Splash
of Flair to the Fair
By Forest Jahnke, CSP Coordinator
The County Fair is one of the
few things in Crawford County
that has remained in Gays Mills
from the days when the village
used to be the county seat. This,
much like the fair itself, hearkens back to times when the
county seat had to be a reasonable horse-ride from any point
in the county. Crawford Stewardship Project was pleased
to once again be a part of this
celebration of our rural community.
The Driftless EcoScape scale
model from Valley Stewardship
Network was wonderful and
fun, and it clearly showed how
uncontrollable water really is in
a driftless karst landscape! It engaged many more people than
in the past, especially younger
folks. The value of having children spray down the model and
watch how runoff can enter the
river is hard to overstate.
The lovely little bookmark

give-away was another popular
little addition to the stand and
helped get our name and information out more widely.
Crawford Stewardship Project is committed to continuing our presence at this event,
and thanks all the volunteers
who made being there fun and
easy for us. This is one more
key place to have our ear to the
ground for upcoming issues as
well as an important part of our
outreach efforts to all citizens of
the county who care about our
communities and the land and
waterways we all rely on.

Dave Hackett and Ellen Brooks monitor for dissolved
oxygen levels.

Mark the date!

Love the
Land Celebration
4th annual

Saturday, February 6, at the Gays
Mills Community Commerce Center!
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Beehive Continued from page 1

the drawing ends up being the
smaller part of the work. Once
we have an idea of what we
want to portray and what story
we want to tell and how we want
to symbolize those with animal
metaphors and other symbols,
then we begin drawing. Some
of the posters took up to 9 years
to complete, and more than 30
people were involved at different stages of the process.
Tell us about the animals and
symbols used in the posters?
We often find ourselves depicting archetypes of big monster machines that are the
death-oriented
corporations
that only want to accumulate as
much as dead matter as possible
without caring about the lives
they destroy in the process.
On the other side, there are
endangered species that represents the communities that are
struggling for their survival.
We will often show the archetypes of ants or bees as the hard
workers or communities and
the diligence that is necessary
for revolutionary movements.
These archetypes come up often
showing that we might be small
but if we all work together we
can bring changes. We often
depict bio-remediating plants,
representing people working
on a local scale to “clean up”
messes. There are often references to folk fable archetypes,
like the clever fox, the turtle
and the hare, or the aggressive
bull. I think archetypes are very
powerful and people recognize
themselves in them. Also, using
animals to talk about difficult
topics makes the matter more
accessible and less confrontational.
All the work of the beehive
collective is labeled “anticopyright.” Can you tell us
more about that?
One of the principles that our
group has is the idea of anticopyright. Ideas, artwork, and
all of our graphics are licensed
with Creative Commons and
we encourage people to reproduce and reuse them. This is
very important to me because
in this way we can share these
ideas all over the world. Ideas
are free, all of our most interest-

ing human evolution has started by someone having a great
idea, spreading it around, other
people taking that idea and
evolving it into a new one and
on and on and on. Putting these
absurd, nonsensical things like
copyright protection on ideas,
is hampering our ability to be
humans.
What are your workshops
about?
Our presentations are engaging, and what most remember
about them is a crisis moment
in the story we share, the general arc of the storyline (which
tends to identify the value of
the colonization as the “bad
guy”, and the value of community and cultural diversity as the
good ideals), and what comes
at the end, which are positive
things that people can do. I
think we figured out a way to
give people lots of information
without overwhelming them,
because rather than showing
them charts and statistics that
are overwhelming and boring,
we tell stories.
“Rock Bottom in the Age of
Extreme Resource Extraction”
is the title of the presentation
you are going to give in Gays
Mills. Tell us more about it.
The presentation in Gays Mills
will be a special one because I
am going to take pictures from
different graphics and reinterpret them to talk about a trio
of extreme resource extraction
technologies that are all relatively new and extremely dangerous. These are fracking, tar
sands, and sulfide metal mining.
Just like for our other graphics
we looked at the history of colonization to help us understand
how we got to this extremely
destructive economic system,
and we came to the conclusion
that these are societal symptoms of addiction to fossil fuels
and cheap disposable things. As
in any substance abuse addiction, it is causing people to engage in self-destructive and irrational behavior. Until people
hit “rock bottom” they will not
be able to change their actions.
After we recognize that we have
a problem, then we can look for
support in our communities
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to make changes and stop this
self-destructive behavior. Intervention is key to avoid hitting
rock bottom, and I hope that
these presentations I offer will
not only be informational but
will also motivate people to take
actions and make conscious decisions.
If you would like the Beehive
Design Collective to swarm
your community, or if you want

to use any of their artwork feel
free to contact Tyler at tyler@
beehivecollective.org or visit the
beehive website at beehivecollective.org
See you on October 25, 3 - 5
p.m., at 212 Main Street, Gays
Mills, Wisconsin, across from
the Kickapoo Exchange Food
Co-operative! This event is appropriate for the whole family.
Come one, come all!

DIY Dishwashing Gel
Today’s modern home is
loaded with toxic and polluting
substances designed to make
domestic life easier. The cost of
these synthetic chemical-based
products can be high: long term
health concerns for the family,
and environmental pollution
caused by their manufacture

and disposal.
There are many inexpensive,
easy-to-use natural alternatives
that you can make quickly using simple and available ingredients. Below is a recipe for
a dish detergent that Omarú
Heras Ornelas, biologist from
Mexico, shared with us. Enjoy!

Omarú Heras Ornelas teaches us sustainable cleaning
products at the Kickapoo Exchange Food Co-op
DIY DISHWASHING GEL
Ingredients:
3 cups of water 1 cup of white vinegar
3 whole lemons 1 cup of salt
Tools: Cutting board, knife, pot, ladle, food processor/
blender, and container to store the final product.
Roughly cut the lemons in quarters or smaller pieces,
squeeze the juice and mix it with the vinegar, water and salt.
Put all the ingredients in a pot and bring to boil. Let it boil
for 15 minutes. Remove from heat and let it cool for 10 minutes. Put the mixture into a food processor until it reaches a
paste-like consistency.
Store the finished product in a container and keep it in a
cool environment.
Use 2 tablespoons per wash in a washing machine or dilute
2 tablespoons of detergent in a ½ cup of water to use it for
hand washing.
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Arial view of Roth Feeder
Pig CAFO, Wauzeka, WI

Industrial Animal Agriculture Update
By Forest Jahnke, CSP Coordinator
Crawford Stewardship Project continues to be concerned
at the trend of expansion, consolidation, and industrialization
of agriculture in the region and
globally. While there is certainly
a vibrant local/ethical/sustainable
food movement, Concentrated
Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs) are looking to this area to
expand. This style of agriculture
and the lagoons of manure it produces, if not operated with the utmost care, poses a serious threat
to both surface and groundwater
resources here in Southwest Wisconsin with our steep slopes and
Swiss cheese-like karst geology.
Crawford Stewardship Project (CSP), working with Valley
Stewardship Network through

the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Water Action
Volunteer program, continues to
coordinate citizen volunteers in
monitoring streams at particular risk of contamination, pay
for additional testing, and share
the data on the publicly available
DNR SWIMS database.
On top of this, CSP has been hiring an expert to review Nutrient
Management Plans of the county’s
largest farms to ensure that the
plans meet the basic standards.
Working with the DNR to clarify
the issues that arise from our review, CSP has observed ever-increasing reluctance to respond, let
alone address, citizen concerns.
While we find these trends disheartening, CSP remains hopeful that the DNR and Crawford

Sand Mining Update
By Forest Jahnke, CSP Coordinator
It’s been a long and dusty trail
over the last three years of hearings, lawsuits, and recalls that
have brought us to our present
situation with frac sand mining in Crawford County. The
hydraulic fracturing industry
is hurting from the low price of
crude, and that has meant a slowdown in frac sand extraction as
well, with mines across the region, including Pattison Sand,
laying off workers to make it
through the slump in this boomand-bust industry.
That said, we are still seeing applications for new mines coming
up in some areas. Operations at
Pattison Sand’s Prairie du Chien
loading site continue, sometimes day and night, in an area
zoned as “floodplain” and “open
spaces riverfront” right next to
a residential neighborhood, de-

spite the blatant violation of the
city’s own zoning and continued
complaints from the local residents aﬄicted by the dust, noise,
and lights. This loading operation now receives sand regularly
from both the Bridgeport frac
sand mine and the larger mine in
Clayton, Iowa.
Now, over the protests of neighbors and the City Council, the
Wisconsin and Southern Railroad and Pattison Sand have
scaled-up the site with a seventrack rail switch-yard and a constantly venting massive loading
building complete with nearly
100 foot high sand silos. They
argue that federal preemption
allows them to ignore local ordinances. The City Council, for fear
of a lawsuit based on preemption, has declined to fine them
for their violations.
It has not always been a losing

County accept the assistance we
are providing for them to do their
due diligence. It is in the best interest of the farmers, the neighbors, the land, and the waterways
that soil, livestock, and the manure
they produce are treated with the
utmost care and we at CSP, with
the help of our many wonderful
supporters, continue to do our
best to make that happen locally.
Meanwhile, on a broader level, we are in close contact with
groups across the state. In Bayfield near Lake Superior, threatened with a swine CAFO of over
6,000 animal units, the county put
in place a year-long moratorium
on CAFOs and have begun using
legal arguments that the Livestock
Siting Law only removed local
control from siting of CAFOs, not

operations. This could have major implications statewide.
Aerial spraying of manure is another topic we are following closely as it is discussed and studied by
state work-groups. Meanwhile,
the DNR has continued its recent
streak of regulatory failure, throwing the precautionary principle
to the winds and approving permits for the Central Sands Dairy
CAFO to begin this disgusting
and dangerous practice. CSP and
our statewide coalition of frontline
communities and groups, Sustain
Rural Wisconsin Network, will
continue to follow these and many
other issues closely and question
the assumptions that have led us
to fewer and fewer farmers with
more and more animals on less
and less land.

struggle for the people, however,
and some important steps were
achieved and threats avoided that
would never have been possible
without organized citizen action.
The Lower Wisconsin State Riverway Board was encouraged to
deny the permits in the first place
by over 200 citizens showing up
at the hearing and the inspired
testimony given, and because the
permits were not granted on that
day, Pattison Sand Company is
now legally bound by the Judge to
abide by reasonable conditions set
by the Riverway Board.
Meanwhile, most municipalities
in Crawford County avoided this
whole mess and all townships but
Bridgeport and Prairie du Chien
have passed non-metallic mining ordinances placing commonsense conditions and requirements on operations. This was
the result of a long collaborative
effort between Crawford Stewardship Project, the county, and each
township, village, and city that

adapted and adopted the draft
regulations to fit their needs.
Springing from this work, word
has spread and more engaged
citizens in more townships in
surrounding counties have been
reaching out to us for assistance
and advice in putting forward
their own ordinances, which we
are happy to help with! We are
in contact with and have recently
helped active citizens in townships in Richland, Vernon, and
Monroe counties.
This local and regional work
is how we prefer to operate, but
we also have our ear close to the
ground, listening for any new
signs that the state will, once
again, try to remove local control
over the industry. These conversations of what basic standards we
want must happen and decisions
must be made in a non-partisan
way among the communities directly affected by the industry, not
in the rhetoric-ridden halls of our
state capitol.

The Myth of Scarcity
By Forest Jahnke, CSP Coordinator
“But we have to feed the
world...”
This message is used to justify all the chemicals we would
otherwise rather not use, all
the topsoil we would rather not
lose, every family farm gobbled
up by the bank, and often, it
serves to end conversation. This
is the altruistic reasoning given
(or implied) for nearly every
compromise we have made to
the environment and to sustainable and enjoyable farming
methods.
But is this truly the case if 40%
of all the corn and soy produced
from our fields becomes ethanol
for fuel and another 45% becomes feed for animals (a very
indirect and inefficient way of
feeding people)? Is it really the
case when an estimated 80% of
the food actually consumed directly by people in the world is
grown regionally by diversified
subsistence farmers? And what
happens to those global family
farmers when we dump huge
volumes of heavily subsidized
grain on their markets?
We currently produce enough
food in the world to feed 1.5
times our current population,
or over 10 billion people, so
why is there still widespread
hunger and food insecurity?
The problem is not volume of
food produced, but unfair distribution, incredible waste, and
inefficiencies.
Food, now a part of the international commodities market
to be gambled with by international investors, does not
go to those in need of food, it
goes to those who can pay for
it. Those who can pay have such
overabundance of food that
we struggle with problems of
overconsumption in aﬄuent
nations (obesity, heart issues,
diabetes), as people in poor
nations struggle to get enough
calories to survive, even as their
national economies produce
massive amounts of food for
export. This is a gross injustice
and, if not proactively correct-

ed, will be the cause of increasing global strife between the
“haves” and the “have nots.”
There are other huge structural inefficiencies to the
dominant way of “feeding the
world”. It takes 7-10 calories
to produce the average calorie
humans currently consume, a
fact which makes no sense until
we recognize how much of our
food system is reliant on subsidized and unsustainable use
of fossil fuels. Once produced,
more fuel is burned transport-

for passing its expiration date
on the shelf.
With these numbers for perspective, suddenly we see that
most of the answers offered to
our food “shortages” are not
necessary, or are downright
counterproductive.
We don’t need to cut down
more rainforest, plow up more
prairies, or dredge more wetlands. We don’t need to shoot
more wolves or blast more beaver lodges. We certainly don’t
need to tear out any more buf-

In the ‘developed world’,
it is estimated that up
to 50% of food is
thrown away by the
final purchaser
alone

ing that calorie an average of
1500 miles (in the USA) from
packer to processor to consolidator to shipper to distributor
to a storefront and, finally, onto
someone’s plate.
It is estimated that “30-50% of
all food produced on the planet
never reaches a human stomach.” (Dr. Tim Fox, Institution
of Mechanical Engineers, from
their 2013 report on Global
Food Waste, where many of
these statistics were drawn
from). Here in the “developed
world”, it is estimated that up
to 50% of food is thrown away
by the final purchaser alone,
not including crops rejected for
not meeting all (often aesthetic)
standards or food disposed of

fer strips, trading precious topsoil for cheap corn. Farmers
don’t need to “Get big or get
out”, a dominant theme in US
Agriculture since the 1970s that
has deprived our rural communities of farm families and the
efficient, diverse, and integrated
economies that spring up naturally in functional rural communities.
No. The challenges faced vary
in different parts of the world,
but the answers to our food issues must come from the bottom up and must be sustainable. “To feed 9 billion people in
2050, we urgently need to adopt
the most efficient farming techniques available,” says Olivier
De Schutter, the UN Special
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Rapporteur on the right to
food and author of the report,
entitled “Agro-ecology and the
Right to Food.”
Agro-ecology is farming that
“centers on food production
that makes the best use of nature’s goods and services while
not damaging these resources.”
It applies ecology to the design of farming systems; uses
a whole-systems approach to
farming and food systems; and
links ecology, culture, economics and society to create healthy
environments, food production
and communities. Similar to
permaculture, it is a wholistic
system of food production that
will look different in each culture and ecosystem it is applied
to.
While this may seem complicated, it is being applied already
around the world and is producing results that would make
Monsanto drool in jealousy.
Mr. De Schutter says, “Recent
projects conducted in 20 African countries demonstrated a
doubling of crop yields over a
period of 3 to 10 years.”
Yes, it is true that in terms of
production of bushels of commodity crops per unit of labor,
nothing can beat industrial agriculture and fossil fuels. However, with more hands on the
land, diversified small-scale
sustainable agriculture can be
3-10 times as productive per
acre as any monoculture. The
problem in the United States,
and we have it harder than
most, is that we need to have
more than 1% of our labor force
producing food.
The way to inspire the next
generation of farmers, eliminate unemployment, regenerate our damaged ecosystems,
and build resilience to an unstable climate is to transition to
regionalized sustainable food
systems producing diverse and
delicious food. It won’t be easy
and it means we have to put
new value on our food and
farmers, but that is how we will
feed the world.
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Crawford Stewardship Project
P.O. Box 284
Gays Mills WI 54631

Welcome Marinella Pro
our newest coordinator!

I am delighted to have joined Forest Jahnke and all the beautiful
folks at CSP. After much introspective and professional search it
seems like I have landed in a very good place!
I am a native of Torino, a big industrial city in the northern part of
Italy. I spent most of my childhood between the city and the nearby
mountains where my love of the outdoors first developed.
After receiving my Bachelor degree in Business Administration
and Marketing, I traveled extensively throughout Europe teaching
languages and environmental education. One day my father told me
that the YMCA was looking for a counselor in the United States, I
applied for the job and few months later I found myself in Almond,
WI in the middle of nowhere. After a few weeks of intense cultural shock I met a man who invited me
canoeing on the Wisconsin River. I said yes, and then it all started! I fell in love with the flowing river,
the majestic rock formations at the Dells, the big American sky and also with that man.
To make the story short, after traveling between Italy and the USA for several years, we moved to La
Crosse, where our two daughters Elisa and Sophia were born. In La Crosse, I joined the Three Rivers
Waldorf School community as a kindergarten teacher until 2013, when it closed down. This experience taught me the value and importance of community work.
I now live in Viroqua with my family, enjoying the peace and quiet of small town living, striving to
find balance in a fast moving world.
When I look back at my life it makes me think of a flowing river, maybe the Wisconsin river or the
Kickapoo, with currents, ripples and pools. Having found the wonderful people at CSP feels like standing in a cool pool in a hot summer day! I am happy and honored to take up the challenge as the new
CSP co-coordinator.
I am looking forward to working with all of you in an attempt to find empathetic ways to approach
environmental change at a local level. Little ripples have the potential to make big waves!
Please, feel free to contact me at marinellapro1@gmail.com or you can call me at 608-637-7087.
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All We
Ask…

Our request for this newsletter is simple: Please talk
with your neighbors about
what’s going on, no matter what “side of the fence”
you think they may sit on!
Building informed and engaged community comes
up again and again as one of
the most essential things for
protecting the environment
we live in. Share a meal,
and share your vision of the
challenges and opportunities we face in this rapidly
changing world. Remember,
if we are not united, talking
to each other and defining
our future, others (who may
or may not have our best
long-term interests in mind)
will be happy to do it for us!

