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Water monitoring update

CSP water quality monitors and staff meet with VSN
water program director to discuss monitoring results
Left to right, Fred Hausler, Katya Leonard of VSN, Kathy
Byrne, and Bob Lenz

CSP has been monitoring the water around the
Wauzeka CAFO with the assistance of Valley Stewardship Network (VSN). Since
2008 CSP volunteer water
monitors have been taking
readings and measurements
monthly between April and
October. They also take four
water samples annually per
monitoring site, which are
then sent to a DNR certified
lab for analysis of bacteria
(including e-coli), phosphorous, ammonia and nitrogen
levels. This testing must be
done consistently over a
long period of time in or-

der to assess any patterns
that may relate to surface
water contamination from
the CAFO. CSP has data
from the past three years
that show some areas of
concern but it is too early
to form any direct correlations or conclusions. If and
when a time comes when
CSP deems it necessary and
appropriate due to dangerous levels being found or
a pattern of elevated levels
emerges, the DNR and the
County Conservationist will
be immediately contacted to
investigate and conduct further monitoring.

Letters to the Editor

Any of these articles would spark excellent letters to the editor. Remember to keep letters brief and to the point. Send to
all of our regional papers: Courier Press, Independent, LaCrosse Tribune, Boscobel Dial, and the Vernon County Broadcaster (email addresses below) and your local papers. And
send us a copy as well for our files (csp.county@gmail.com)
howe@mhtc.net, indnews@mwt.net, vcb.news@lee.net,
dialnews@mwt.net, news@lacrossetribune.com

Wauzeka area
CAFO update
On February 3, 2012, the
Wauzeka area CAFO was
issued another Notice of
Noncompliance from the
DNR following a letter
written in January on
behalf of CSP by lawyer
Christa Westerberg. In it,
we brought forward issues
of missed deadlines for
documents required in the
water discharge permit
with the DNR. Abandonment of the old lagoons
has been given additional
deadlines—now liquids
must be removed by June
30, 2012 and the solids by
June 30, 2013. Original
deadline for completion of
abandonment was December 1, 2011. Each missed
deadline results in additional extensions.
Other issues include that
we did not receive a 2010
Nutrient Management Plan
(NMP) from the DNR and

some documents are missing. Documents that we
received are disorganized
and inconsistent, making
review difficult. Review
by the agricultural consultant CSP hired shows that
some fields have raised
phosphorus levels over
time. Field numbers were
changed over time as well,
making tracking difficult.
Those numbers are likely
to be similar as NMPs
move forward and allow
for more thorough review.
Karst features in some of
the fields add to the concern about spreading manure on those fields. The
CAFO has just .15 acres per
animal unit, while conservative industry standards
call for at least one acre
per animal unit for spreading manure. CSP will be
reviewing the 2012 NMP
due on March 31.

Welcome Kathy Byrne!
Kathy Byrne has joined our CSP staff, working
with Edie Ehlert and the board. She has extensive
experience in office administration and management. She has education,
training and experience
working in the field of
social services and advocacy. She possesses
a lifelong love of
nature and wildlife.
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Book
review
Water Wars:
Privatization,
Pollution, and
Profit by Vandana Shiva

Review by Kathy Byrne
I have known for a number of years about the looming water crisis. Water will
become more precious than
oil, creating huge amounts
of wealth for corporations
and entrepreneurs. Climate
change, pollution and higher
demand for water will drive
up water prices and profits
through the proverbial roof.
I have seen images of glaciers
and the ice caps
melting, rivers
drying up and
the dead zone in
the Gulf of Mexico, but always
thought water issues affecting me
were still off in
the future somewhere. When the
Copper Creek
area
waters
where I live became threatened
by
someone
wanting to profit from them, I
realized that water wars were
right in my own backyard!
Shiva’s book provides us
with a worldwide overview
of the changes that have greatly impacted water resources.
She believes most conflicts
and wars, while being veiled
as religious or ethnic, are in
reality over control of water
resources. The earth’s surface is covered by 70% water
with 97% being salt water
and 3% of it fresh water and
of that only1% is surface and
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groundwater. Is it any wonder that fresh, clean, drinkable
water is in increasing demand
worldwide and the cause of
much profiteering and conflict?
According to Shiva many
of our water issues are due
to human activity such as
agriculture which uses 70%
of our fresh water. Shiva also
cites economic globalization,
deregulation and greed as the
main drivers of water scarcity.
Water has become a very profitable business. The World
Bank estimates the potential
water market at $1 trillion.
Shiva sees water wars stemming from two conflicting
cultural paradigms - one that
“views water as sacred and
treats its provision as a duty
to the preservation of life and
the other that views water as
a commodity, and its
ownership
and trade as
fundamental corporate
rights”.
So
what
can be done?
Shiva
advocates for
local community control of water
resources
and peace
through ecological and economic democracy. Water Wars is not a big
book but it is big in information.
Shiva is a former physicist
turned environmental activist and weaves the sacredness
of water into the fabric of this
book, delving into the political, social and economic actions that drive our world’s
water issues. Shiva writes
with passion, knowledge and
conviction. A truly thought
provoking and informative
read.
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A Call for Volunteers
By Kathy Byrne
Do you value, believe in,
and desire clean and abundant water, clean air, sustainable agriculture? This is what
CSP works hard to conserve
for future generations.
Another threat is here, silica sand mining. Our beautiful bluffs and lands along
the Mississippi, Wisconsin
and Kickapoo rivers contain
valuable silica sand needed
for frack drilling of oil and
natural gas. The bluffs and
lands could be scooped out,
causing toxic dust, a dramatic increase in truck and rail
traffic, explosives possibly
rattling our homes, as well as
vast amounts of water used
and the potential for ground
water pollution. We would
live with the aftermath and
the changes to our landscape
and resources forever.
All of us need to take an active role in creating and forging the direction of future
growth in our area as well
as protecting our natural resources.
CSP has accomplished
much in the past few years
thanks to the many people
who have volunteered to
help. Now more than ever
CSP needs your help. If you
can give a few hours once in
a while or help with a few
hours ongoing, we would
appreciate your efforts. CSP
would love to hear from you.

Volunteer
Opportunities

• Join our Board – Board
meets monthly, second Monday of the month.
• Water quality monitoring
(urgently needed) – Requires
training in water monitoring
and monthly commitment.
• Co-chair or join a committee.

Public Relations
• Special events – planning,
organizing and staffing
special events.
•CSP representative – Attend local Town, County or
other regional meetings.
•Speaker’s bureau – speak
in schools, public and community events.
• Booth staffing at local
events.
• Write letters to the editor.
• Write articles for newsletter and website.
• CSP link to other groups
• Attend meetings of other
community groups.
• Take photos or video at
events .
Legal and Legislative
• Legal research on CAFOs,
silica sand mines.
• Legislative Action Leader
on upcoming legislation
Finance and Administration.
• Grant researching and
writing.
• Writing fund raising letters.
• Contacting large donors
to request funding.
• Doing mailings of fund
raising letters and newsletters.
Local Government
• Attend township board
and Crawford County Land
Conservation Committee
meetings. Work with local
governments to support ordinances and zoning to use
resources wisely.
Research
• Research to support CSP
mission and goals.
• Write researched articles
for CSP website.
For more information
email Kathy Byrne at
kathybyrne@hotmail.com
or call 608-734-3143.
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Citizens speak out on silica
sand railroad loading
Interview and article by Edie
City officials went unno- sand, very fine sand,” exEhlert
ticed. But then they joined plained Margaret. Her locaOn a sunny warm day
with 42 neighbors in sign- tion is just across the bypass
in early March, I visited
ing a petition to the City to from the loading area. The
Margaret and Jim Walz in
“Stop industrial activities in city did not do tests on the
their lovely Prairie du Chien residential areas of Prairie sand to check for silica sand
home with a yard of bird
du Chien and require im- and potential health hazfeeders and flower gardens mediate relocation of harm- ards. “What does this mean
itching for spring. And I sat ful industrial enterprises to when we open windows
at the kitchen table of Sue
a designated industrial, non- in spring? What is going to
Vine’s cozy mobile home
happen?” asks Margaret.
residential area.”
she shares with her content
The loading equipment
“The city sent police
cats next to the railroad
disappeared as quickly as it
down there for the noise.
tracks in Prairie du Chien
came in late February. HowThey said they were not
Township. They each had
above allowable levels,” Jim ever, local officials and a
stories to share of noise,
Pattison Sand representative
explained. The banging of
dust, and light invading
have said that this is due to
worker’s attempts to move
their neighborhoods, day
lower sales and will likely
the damp sand sticking on
and night, from silica sand
the hopper did stop, but the start up again.
railroad loading.
The Walzes took me on
issue of the overall noise,
Walzes live 2-3 blocks from dust and light did not ima drive to see where the
the new bypass in PdC where prove.
trucks are presently loadPattison Sand of Clayton, IA
ing sand on St. Freiole
“One of the gals, where I
has been loading silica sand get my hair cut, showed me Island. Trucks drive by Villa
from trucks to the Wiscon- the glass shelves in her shop Louis, the historical site
sin Southern Railroad cars. that she had to dust every
and home of tourism tours,
“It was just so shocking. couple of days, coated with plus the Island has festivals
A month or
so after the
bypass was
completed,
you get up
one day and
they were just
there. It was
going
day
and night.”
Margaret
comments
and
asks,
“Why weren’t
the
neighbors notified?
What
happens to property values?”
At first complaints from
residents to
used by permission of Richland County artist Ken Stark

throughout the summer. We
noticed the birds flying in
the wetlands, eagles, ducks
and geese. Balancing business interests, tourism, and
the wildlife habitat along
the river is not always easy.
“Why doesn’t tourism have
precedence over industry?”
asked Margaret. “Do we
want this for Crawford
County?”
Sue Vine offered similar accounts of noise and
dust, but far more intense.
“Terrible crashing noises,
windows shaking, terrible
scraping noise when the
rail cars are brought up to
attach to the train. I couldn’t
sleep,” she said, her mobile
home just a few feet from
the railroad tracks owned by
Burlington Railroad in Prairie du Chien Township. The
noise is so loud that the TV
can’t be heard; nothing can
be heard over the
noise. And it can
go on for a couple
of hours, at least
a couple of days
or nights a week.
No one has come
out to check the
noise level at her
house.
Sue has lived
there since
the mid 1990s
and speaks to
changes. There
are so many more
trains and the
area across the
tracks, once home
to wetlands and
birds, is now a
Continued on page 5
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Continued from page 4

filled in industrial site. “It
was kind of our own little
piece of heaven,” she explained. Sue started speaking out in 2009 when a rail
spur was added and joined
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wanted to listen to me.”
She bought a video camera
to film the situation in the
future as words don’t really
describe how invasive the
noise and dust really is. Her
advice to others, “Come in
to meetings, write down
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Valley Stewardship Network Water Quality Monitoring Trainings offer citizens the opportunity to be part
of a statewide project monitoring our local streams and
springs. If you want to be trained, contact Katya Leonard
at vsnkatya@gmail.com, 608-637-3615 for more information. In addition, CSP is looking for people to become
trained to do monthly monitoring at sites around the
Wauzeka area CAFO. Contact kathybyrne@hotmail.com,
608-734-3143 for more information. These trainings are
excellent and enjoyable.

April 7

Macro invertebrate Identification Workshop, 10 am-2 pm,
The Steuben Lodge/Mother Earth Green Center, 48193
County Road E, Steuben.

April 14

Level I and Level II Water Action Volunteers (WAV) Water
Quality Training and Refresher Course, 10 am-2 pm, The
Steuben Lodge/Mother Earth Green Center, 48193 County
Road E, Steuben.
Silica sand loading site at the railroad spur in Prairie du
Chien Township behind Sue Vine’s mobile home court.
Pattison Sand estimates the presence of sand trucks to
Prairie du Chien 50-80 per 24-hour period. Loading at
the Highway 18 bypass (near Mississippi Bridge) was
suspended for four weeks only to restart.
the main track directly behind her home.
One time in summer, “I
about fell on the kitchen
floor, it was coated in such
fine dust, more of a powder. My air conditioner
filter filled with dust, the
windows just filthy,” Sue explained. Like the PdC folks,
she is grateful that the loading has stopped for now.
But she dreads thinking it
could start up again at any
moment.For Sue, speaking
out has been a challenge, “I
didn’t realize that my voice
helped. I see that there are
letters on the issues more
now. “ The hours of loading
did improve after she talked
with Larry Kapinus, her
township representative, but
not the noise.
When asked if she ever
saw herself as a neighborhood organizer, Sue smiled,
“No, no, nobody ever

your feelings, talk with others.”
On the issue of jobs, Sue
agreed we need economic
development. She would
like to see, for example,
vegetable farming, a canning facility, regional and
sustainable jobs.
Margaret, Jim and Sue all
support a county moratorium on silica sand mining
development. Silica sand
is now being trucked into
Crawford County for railroad loading from a sand
mine near Boscobel, and
complaints of noise from
trucks are coming forward.
These situations bring concerns that more silica sand
mining in the area could
cause more problems with
tourism, property values,
and deterioration of quality
of life in neighborhoods.

May 5

Level I and Level II Water Action Volunteers (WAV) Water
Quality Training and Refresher Course, 10 am-2 pm, Nature Nooks Retreat, S4692 County Road S, Viroqua.

April 17

10:00, Crawford County Administration Building, Prairie
du Chien. This is the tentative date and time of the next
Crawford County Board Meeting. The Land Conservation
Committee will be bringing their proposed 6 month Moratorium on Expansion and Creation of New Silica Sand and
Nonmetallic Mining Operations Within the Unincorporated Areas of Crawford County Pending Study of Possible
Legislative Action to the County Board for a vote. Please
contact your County Board Supervisor and ask for their
support and attend the meeting.

April 22

10:00 a.m., Deer Browse Impact on Forests Workshop,
sponsored by Lower Kickapoo Initiative. The three leaders
will be Rebecca Christoffel, Wildlife Extension Specialist at
Iowa State University, Bryan Richards, White-tailed Deer
Specialist with the US Geological Survey’s National Wildlife Health Center in Madison and Gigi LaBudde, owner of
Bison Belly Futures, Spring green, an ecological restoration
consulting business serving the Driftless Area of southwestern Wisconsin and ecologist and education coordinator for The Community Forestry Resource Center (CFRC)
Event is in Scott Township, Crawford County. Fee is $10,
bring a bag lunch, and contact mhjones@countryspeed.
com or call 608-872-2297 to register.
Summer Sometime: Watch the CSP Weekly News
emails and local newspapers for a Silica Sand Mining
Informational Meeting and Discussion. We will be offering
presentations from scientists, health professionals, officials
and neighbors of sand mines to our north, plus include
time for community discussion on the issues.

Crawford Stewardship Project
P.O. Box 284
Gays Mills WI 54631

Opportunities

• Visit the CSP website,
crawfordstewardshipproject.org. for a listing of books
and videos on CAFOs and
related farm, rural, and environmental issues that are
available at the three Crawford County libraries.
• Join the CSP Weekly News
email to receive a list of upcoming regional events, actions to take on legislative
issues, links to articles on
CAFO, farm, and food issues
along with silica sand mining articles. We also send out
information from a number
of other groups to keep us
informed. To be added to the
list, email us at csp.county@
gmail.com.
• “CAFO: The Tragedy of Industrial Animal Factories,”
Daniel Imhoff, editor is a
coffee table book available
to libraries and groups in the
region. Contact us by phone
or email.

In January, 2012, CSP once again held an Annual Planning Meeting. Front left to
right, Gloria Derksen, Edie Ehlert, Kathy Byrne, Ellen Brooks. Second row, Lamar
Janes, Page Molini. Third row, Fred Hausler, Jane Holzhauer, John Rosenheim, Bob
Molini, Rob Horwich

