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Soils:
Our foundation and
our future
By Forest Jahnke & Jane Mussey
“Man, despite his artistic pretensions, his sophistication and
many accomplishments, owes
the fact of his existence to a sixinch layer of topsoil and the fact
that it rains.”
This quote by John Jeavons,
biointensive farmer, speaks to
one of our most fundamental
truths: the rise and fall of many
civilizations have mirrored their
use and abuse of the soil.
Modern civilization relies on
cheap and abundant fossil fuels
and energy-consuming devices
to support our way of life. This
has allowed many of us to become separated from some of
the basic things that sustain us,
including soil. In honor of 2015,
the International Year of Soils,
we dedicate our main article to
this frequently overlooked topic,
the daunting challenges we face,
but beyond that, to some of the
many solutions we can put into
action.
In the words of José Graziano
Continued on page 4

Oil on the Water, Fire in the Sky
ed the removal of the most danBy Forest Jahnke
In 2013 petroleum products gerous thin-walled DOT-111
became the fastest-growing cat- cars from their rails. In the U.S.,
egory of rail shipments in the US. however, 92,000 DOT-111 tank
New records were
set for oil-by
rail, as well as
derailments
and explosions
in 2014. With
five derailments
and
explosions in under
five weeks in
the first couple
months of this
year, if serious
action is not
taken to address
these issues, it
looks as if 2015
will be the most Oil train derails and erupts, billowing smoke
costly yet for by Chad Winterland
communities
and natural areas near rails in cars are still being used to move
toxic flammable liquids, such as
North America.
After a train carrying the es- crude oil. Approximately 85%
pecially volatile Bakken crude of these are not built to the latest
from North Dakota derailed, industry safety standards. These
exploded, and incinerated 47 tanker skins are simply too thin
people in downtown Lac Me- to withstand most derailments.
gantic in 2013, Canada mandat- Now that we have seen four of

the five recent explosions happen to the “new and improved”
CPC-1232 cars, we must have a
serious conversation about the

outside of Galena, IL. Photo
dangers we face as communities along these accident-prone
“pipelines on rails”
Three-quarters of the oil flowing from North Dakota, which
is more flammable and corrosive than other crude, is shipped
Continued on page 5

Crawford Stewardship
Project recognized for going
“above and beyond”
CSP staff and board (minus Ellen Brooks), honored to
be in the good company of other 2015 Crawford County
Leadership Award recipients: Front row left to right: Liz
Bransky (Educational Leadership); Star Valley Flowers Phil Mueller and John Zehrer (Business Development);
Gays Mills Village Stewards - Ed Block, Charles Drake
and Kay Smiley (Tourism). Back row – left to right: Sharon Murphy, CCCF; Chad Abram (Community Service and
Leadership); Crawford Stewardship Project - Rob Horwich, Forest Janke, Edie Ehlert, Lamar Janes, and Kathy
Byrne (Above and Beyond) and Camille Smith, CCCF.

Camile Smith of Crawford
County Community Fund
(CCCF) graciously recognized
CSP for, “out-of-the-box thinking that promotes regionalism,
cooperation among communities or organizations, creative
strategies or innovative approaches to long-term problems, or diversity awareness...
They are a non-profit organization bringing together citizens who recognize the importance of good stewardship and
the wide and lasting negative

impact of ill-advised anti-environmental practices. Although
we could place this nomination
in Community Leadership, or
Tourism, or even Education,
we chose Above & Beyond for
their tireless all-encompassing
nature...
Leadership in the stewardship
of the land makes CSP a force
for the future in the county and
well beyond. The wisdom to
cooperate with other groups to
fulfill shared goals is a model for
community-building.”
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Thank you to all our donors!

A sincere thank you to all of you who supported and continue to support CSP through thick and thin. Through the hard times of
our lawsuit, determined pushes to protect local control from state power-grabs, and the joyous times of celebration, the following
list of 192 people, businesses, and organizations have stepped up and contributed directly to making this work possible.
Our supporters’ generosity is nothing less than remarkable. Crawford Stewardship Project is honored to serve this community.

Glory Adams
Craig Anderson & Kile Martz
Ellen Arndorfer
Asari Acupuncture
Karla & William Ashmore
Nancy Ashmore
Sylvia Attelson
Bad Axe Blues Band
Dan Badtke
Elaine Baker
Sanchen Barnum
Denise Benoit
Blackhawk Automotive
Gerald & Alice Boehm
Mike & Janna Bowers
Steven Boysa
Bramble Books
Ellen Brooks & Dave Hackett
Molly Brooks
Paul & Kathy Byrne
Connie Champnoise & Art Plachinski
Greg Cheesebro
Robert Cheever
Bob Clarke
Paul Coffman & Lisa Wiste
Michael & Susan Cohen
Deb Conlon
Diane & John Craig
Carol Dagnon
Dancing Waters
John Danforth
Mick Day
Sam Diman & Perry Nesbitt
Kathy Doerfer
Driftless Brewing
Driftless Edibles
Driftless Café
Driftless Organics

Goodbye,
but not really!

By Jane Mussey
I will be leaving my position
as one of Crawford Stewardship
Project’s two co-coordinators.
I regret my departure, as it has
been an exciting and rewarding several months. I’ve learned
a lot about the art of activism
and about myself. CSP is a marvelous organization. As Forest
said, every county should have
a stewardship project! Please
join me in support of CSP and
its mission. I will continue to
update the Facebook page and
perform other work on a voluntary basis. Please let me know
through FB messaging if there
is something of interest you
would like me to post. See you
on Facebook!

Beverly Dumas & James Cysewski
Edie Ehlert
Tim & Linda Eisele
Reginald Emshoff
Thomas Erb & Cecilia Caron
Ewetopia Fiber Shop
Kathy & Paul Fairchild
Katie Fassbinder
Family Farm Defenders
Janet & Theodore Finn
Mark Fishler
Larry & Sherry Folyer
Susan & Michael Frank
Ken Freedman & Linda Lieb
Anne-Marie & Wil Fryer
Jane Furchgott
Katie & Frankie Garrity
Gary’s Rock Shop
Ned Gatzke
Bealis Giddings
Hans & Judith Gill
Virginia Goeke
Greystone Foundation
Gerald & Jacqueline Guarnaccio
Ken Grunke
Fred Hausler
Ron & Bobbie Havlik
Michael Hedemark & Arlyne
Johnson
Janis Hein
Mary Helgren & Richard Radek
Carol Lee Hemingway
Dianne & Dan Hendricks
Robert Samuelson & Rosa Hendrickx
Bill & Debbie Hiller
Rob Horwich
Linda Hunn
Rikardo Jahnke & Ilana Pestcoe
Forest Jahnke
Lamar Janes & Luna Schaller
Judith Jellies
Lynn Johansen
Maggie Jones & David Linton
Kathy & Jim Kachel
Hiroshi & Arlene Kanno
Jane Keeley
Carol Anne Kemen
James Kerler
Barb Kettner
Kickapoo Exchange Coop
Kickapoo Coffee

Jack Knowles
Stephen & Barbara Kozerowitz
Eli Kramer
Matilda Kriemelmeyer
Peg LaMartina
Jill & Pat Laughlin
Peter Lee
Thomas Leonard
Robert Lewis
Liberation Park
Daniel & Sheila Linder
Jessie Lindner & Harry Harrison
Philip Livingston
Kathy Lofton
Ralph Losey
Greg Lund
Lusa Organics
Gordon Malaise
Charles Manski
Mari Botanicals
Francisco & Mary Jane Martinez
John & Beth Mentink
Marlene Meyer
Dave & Maggie Mezera
Victoria Mistele
Dewey Moore & Shelley Roberts
John & Sigrid Moore
Bill & Barbara Motlong
MoveOn.com
Dan Mueller
Jane Mussey
Christine Myhr
Jennifer & Ron Nelson
Eric Newman
Timothy & Megan Nicholson
Brad Niemcek & Sharon Murphy
Kate Nolan
Laura Olah
Organic Valley
Andy & Laura Patten
Sandy Ursula Petersen
Joni Peterson
Steven Picus & Sharon Siegel
Paul Pienkowski
Pineknob Organic Farm
Alberta & Frank Piraino
Sondra Pittman
Gary Porter
Quality of Life Chiropractic
Jerry & Lisbeth Quebe
Barbara Regnery
RESIST

Chrisse Reynolds
Jeff & Diana Reynolds
Reynolds Oliveira LLC
David Rieck
Kelvin Rodolfo & Kathy Crittenden
Rooted Spoon Culinary
David & Jackie Rosenheim
John & Audrey Rosenheim
John Salow
Jim & Irene Scheckel
Kevin & Karen Schuman
Joe Schwarte
Sheryl Scott
Jen Shepard
Noralee Sherwood
Chris Skaaland & Rachel Redman
Kumari Sky
Wayne & Ann Smallwood
Richard Smith
SOUL of the Kickapoo
Kevin & Maria Spaight
Gregory & Diane Splinter
Nancy & David Spriggs
Bryan Stanley
Ardith Stark
Chris & Ken Stark
Arnie & Irene Steele
Michael Steinmetz
Don & Mary Stirling
John Straka
Kathleen Sullivan & Bob Jackson
Elaine Swanson
Agnes & Peter Szidon
Tea for the People
Anne Tedeschi
Sara Tedeschi
Robert & Judith Thompson
Jim Tollefson
John & Kathryn Urch
Matt Urch & Sara Martinez
Dana & Bob Van Hoesen
Viroqua Food Coop
Annie Waitzman
Margaret & Jim Walz
Brian & Patty Wickert
M’Lou Wilkie
Wisconsin Community Fund
Judy Witt-Croswhite & Bruce Pack
Karen Wollenburg
Michele Workowski
Yellow Bellied Sapsuckers
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Crawford County Mining Update
By Forest Jahnke
Crawford Stewardship Project
is honored to have worked with
the brave citizens of Bridgeport
in a long legal effort to hold the
Town Board of Bridgeport accountable for its unscrupulous
permit approval for Pattison
Sand Company’s Bridgeport frac
sand mine. The permit had no
protections for the health, safety, quality of life, or property of
neighbors of the mine and other
local residents. We are forever
grateful to all our supporters
who pitched in to make the legal
action possible.
Conditional Use Permits
(CUP) are a Town Board’s opportunity to give the Town and
its citizens adequate protections
against likely negative impacts.
The Township Supervisors
choose instead to issue a 60 year
CUP with virtually no conditions protecting Bridgeport and
its residents, and instead granted
Pattison Sand every condition it
requested.
Judge Day’s ruling leaves Pattison Sand Company – the nonmetallic mining company with
by far the most violations of
any in the nation – free to mine
at Bridgeport for 60 years as
they see fit. Already in the past
year, this new mine has had a
major runoff event that flowed
onto neighboring property and
filled in a farm pond with sediment and has received seven

lowed their
moratorium
Prairie du Chien
to end and
frac sand loading
still
does
expansion underway
not have any
(photo by regulations
Ted Pennekamp, in
place.
Courier Press) Even the city
of Prairie du
Chien and
many of our
small
villages have
passed
licensing ordinances for
basic protections, while
Freeman
To w n s h i p
put in the
violations from the federal Mine extra work to implement AgriSafety and Health Administra- cultural/Residential zoning.
tion on its first annual site inThese local protections of our
spection. CSP will continue to community health and welfare
work with the neighbors of the have come under fire in the last
mine and other stakeholders to two years by the state legislature.
see what can be made of this un- Last year the legislature tried
fortunate situation.
two times to eliminate local conIn stark contrast to the events trol of non-metallic mining, and
in Bridgeport, every single other this year we suspect it may be attownship in Crawford County tempted again as an addendum
passed a moratorium on frac to the already-shocking budget
sand mining in addition to the bill. Crawford Stewardship Proj6 month county-wide moratori- ect personally delivered a petium to give themselves more time tion on April 14th with 1153 sigto study the industry and come natures demanding that the state
up with appropriate regulations. respect our rights and leave local
Currently, barring Bridgeport, control intact.
Prairie du Chien Township is
In Prairie du Chien, Crawthe only township that has al- ford County’s second frac sand

hotspot, the Wisconsin and
Southern Railroad (WSOR)
and Pattison Sand Company
continue to load sand - often
around the clock - against the
wishes of the city and the residential neighborhood they are
operating in. When the railroad
petitioned the City Council to
re-zone the area from residential
to industrial, their request was
denied. The WSOR, however,
has declared federal preemption from local ordinances. This
means that they and Pattison
Sand Company will not only
continue to operate in violation
of city zoning, but are currently
in the process of expanding operations with a massive transloading building, sand storage
silos, and a seven-track switchyard.
All this is taking place in the
front and back yards of our
friends and neighbors. Crawford
Stewardship Project has worked
to bring forward the voices of
those who live with the effects of
this new industry. While we have
been largely ignored, there has
been significant progress made
and several potential disasters
have been averted through the
power of citizen participation.
There continues to be a need for
additional citizen involvement
and oversight. This is the key
to having well-run, democratic
communities and is a primary
focus for CSP.

Water Monitoring Update

By Kathy Byrne
Nutrient runoff is a major threat to our
waters and Crawford Stewardship Project
is participating in the Water Action Volunteers (WAV) total phosphorus testing on
the streams we monitor. WAV is a statewide
program for Wisconsin citizens who want
to learn about and improve the quality of
Wisconsin’s streams and rivers. The program is coordinated through a partnership between the Wisconsin Department
of Natural Resources and the University of
Wisconsin Cooperative Extension.
Volunteers gather information on the
health of their local streams from MayOctober. The local WAV programs are
sponsored by Valley Stewardship Net-

work and Crawford Stewardship Project
to monitor streams in the Kickapoo and
adjacent watersheds. Trainings for this
program are offered by Valley Stewardship
Network, are free and available to any interested member of the public.
The commitment of a Water Action
Volunteer is to take stream data once per
month at a designated or chosen site and
enter this data into the DNR database. All
equipment is provided by the program.
Samples will then be sent to the State Lab
of Hygiene for testing of phosphorus. CSP
will also continue with its own ongoing lab
testing of bacteria including e-coli on the
streams near the Wauzeka hog CAFO.
Spring WAV trainings are scheduled

3

with Valley Stewardship Network. Nature
Nooks Retreat, CTH S, Viroqua, WI for:
May 9th, 10am-2pm: Stream Macroinvertebrate Identification Training
May 28th, 3-8pm: Water Action Volunteers Levels 1 & 2 Training
June 6th, 9am-3pm: Water Action Volunteers Levels 1 & 2 Training
For more information on becoming a water monitor or to register for any of these
trainings contact VSN at 608-637-3615 or
email info@vsnkickapoo.org.
CSP is always looking for volunteer monitors for our special monitoring projects.
If you are interested please contact Kathy
Byrne at 608-734-3143 or email kathybyrne@hotmail.com.
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SOILS Continued from page 1

bare fields, soil loss hidden under lush corn and soy fields, and
erosion of streambanks by unlimited cattle access are environmental tragedies seen to this day
in Wisconsin.
Can we balance our needs with

through these efforts many improvements were made to agricultural practices in the area.
Aldo Leopold, one of the foremost conservationists of the last
century, was brought in as an advisor. A description of the pro-

da Silva, United Nations Food
and Agriculture Organization Director-General, “Soils…
host at least one quarter of the
world’s biodiversity. They are
key in the carbon cycle. They
help us to mitigate and adapt to
climate change. They play a role
in water management and in improving resilience to floods and
droughts.” The vital importance
of soil to all life is well documented. The cost of our own
past abuses of the soil were felt
in the 1930s during the “Dust
Bowl” era when topsoils blew off
of North American fields in billowing clouds. Yet mismanagement of soils has continued despite our collective knowledge.
A 2010 study estimated that
Melrose Wisc., 1939
global topsoils are being lost at
30 times the rate of replacement.
The Soil Conservation Work- “The nation that destroys its soil destroys itself.”
–Franklin D. Roosevelt, 1937
ing Group of UW’s Wisconsin
Initiative on Climate Change
Impacts claims that, “In 2003 long-term preservation of soils? gram, from The Aldo Leopold
some 31,754 tons of soil were Is it possible to produce food, Society website: “[In 1933] new
estimated to have eroded from fuel, and fiber for our species, fences, grass and alfalfa seed,
Wisconsin fields; only 9 other conserve resources for other and tree seedlings were prostates had greater total water species, stabilize the carbon cy- vided for free. Bulldozers carved
erosion. The average annual rate cle, keep our watersheds clean, terraces to redirect the flow of
for the entire state was 3.1 tons/ and increase our resilience to water. Farmers learned to plow
across the slope rather than up
acre. In the absence of appropri- destabilized weather patterns?
Absolutely.
Sustainable
soil
and down.”
ate adaptation actions, we expect
conservation
and
soil-building
Current efforts in the Driftless
that soil erosion in Wisconsin
practices
have
been
implementArea
include managed grazwill more than double by 2050,
ed
in
many
areas
around
the
ing,
a
proven soil conservation
compared with the 1990s, as a
globe.
To
be
effective,
our
solupractice.
We spoke with Cynresult of predicted changes in
tions
must
be
as
complex
and
thia
Olmstead,
Project Director
hydro-climate.”
locally
specific
as
the
problems
for
Kickapoo
Grazing
Initiative,
Many practices used in “conwe
face.
a
public/private
conservation
ventional” agriculture continue
We spoke with Crawford partnership focusing on manto have harmful effects on the
County
Conservationist, Dave aged grazing in the Kickapoo
soil. The chronic use of glyphoTroester,
about the soil situation Valley. In her words, “It all besate and synthetic fertilizers has
here.
“We
are blessed here in gins with the soil. A sustainable
a negative effect on soil microCrawford
County
to have some farm maintained through manorganisms, nitrogen availabilpretty
high
quality
soil types. aged rotational grazing will conity, and organic carbon matter,
However,
the
biggest
challenge tribute to healthier animals, less
leading to compromised soil
we
face
is
keeping
the
soil in inputs on the farm operation,
structure and reduction in longplace.
The
steep
slopes
found organic build-up of the soil reterm fertility. Animal husbandry
throughout
the
Driftless
Area sulting in less runoff, and an ecpractices that allow overgrazing
make
any
sort
of
soil
disturonomically viable value-added
on steep landscapes and sensibance
an
area
of
concern.
This
grazing operation. Not surpristive soils are responsible for a
includes,
obviously,
agricultural
ingly, healthy pastures are great
significant percentage of soil
practices,
but
also
mining,
logfor our pollinators, endangered
loss worldwide and in the US.
ging,
construction,
and
any
othgrassland birds, and other wildWhen fuel mandates impleer
type
of
earth-moving
activity.
”
life too.”
mented in 2005 and 2007 spiked
After
our
area
experienced
Dennis Rooney, grazier and
the price of corn, thousands of
devastating
erosion
in
the
early
Grazing
Specialist for Southwest
acres of marginal Conservation
20th
century,
the
Coon
Valley
Badger
Resource ConservaReserve Program (CRP) land,
watershed
project
became
one
tion
and
Development
Council
buffer strips, and grassed waof
the
first
major
soil
conservaspoke
to
us
about
his
property
terways were converted to corn
and soy. Topsoil running from tion projects in the nation, and near Steuben. “Managed graz-

ing decreases erosion mainly
because the ground is covered at
all times which leads to way less
erosion on our steep hills here in
Crawford County. [In addition],
having the ground covered with
grasses, legumes/forbs increases
the organic matter much faster
than when tilling the ground.
This also leads to less fertilizer, pesticides/fossil fuels being
used.”
Crawford County Conservationist Dave Troester continues:
“We must do our best to implement Best Management Practices to lessen the impacts of soil
erosion. For farming, some of
the things that should be looked
at to reduce erosion are no-till
planting, planting on the contour, strip-cropping where grass
is included in the cropping rotations, cover crops, increasing
the amount of properly managed grass/ pasture, as well as
maintaining grassed waterways,
buffers, and the construction of
grade-stabilization structures
where appropriate.” Dave also
recommends that farmers take
soil samples regularly. “The
health of their soil is key to making proper nutrient application
decisions. This will ensure that
no over-applications are occurring, thus reducing the risk of

excess runoff. That is something
that we all will benefit from.”
One program that is quickly
growing in popularity in Crawford County is fall seeding of
fields with a variety of cover
crops. Last year, 2200 acres in
Crawford County were planted
to cover crops (1774 by airplane)
with county and federal assistance. Cover crops are so beneficial because they reduce the
number of days fields are bare.
Continued on page 5

SOILS Continued from page 4
This keeps nutrients in the root
zone and holds soil in place.
Exciting new research connects climate change, carbon
sequestration and soil. Much
of the focus on reducing greenhouse gases focuses on reducing
carbon emissions, but new information about carbon storage
in soils, has led to more carbonsequestration efforts through
soil restoration.
According to Judith D.
Schwartz, writing for Yale University’s Environment 360, “Scientists say that more carbon
resides in soil than in the atmosphere and all plant life combined; there are 2,500 billion
tons of carbon in soil, compared
with 800 billion tons in the atmosphere and 560 billion tons
in plant and animal life.”
Loss of 97% of North American prairie and other grasslands
has resulted in a massive loss of
soil carbon into the atmosphere
through the breakdown of grasses, forbs and carbon-containing
soil molecules when grasslands
are plowed up for human activities. According to Rattan Lal, director of Ohio State University’s
Carbon Management and Sequestration Center, the world’s
cultivated soils have lost between 50 and 70 percent of their
original carbon stock, much of
which has oxidized upon exposure to air to become carbon dioxide (CO2).
Scientists and farmers are
discovering that regenerative
agricultural practices, such as
managed grazing, cover cropping, permanent grass strips,
tree-planting, and the use of
compost fertilizer can turn back

the carbon clock, reducing atmospheric CO2 while boosting
soil productivity and increasing
its resilience to floods, pests, and
drought.
Conservation of soil has not
received the attention it is due,
perhaps because the loss of soil
and soil fertility is so often hidden from view and has happened over the course of generations. But we cannot expect food
production to keep pace with
a growing human population
while our soils are degraded and
carried away faster than we can
care for them.
Our understanding of the soil,
this miraculously complex ecosystem, has undergone a radical
change. Our practices should reflect this.
We can shift from a system
that calculates acceptable losses,
to one that measures annual
gains in organic matter, fertility,
water-retention and biological
diversity both on and below the
soil surface. To save ourselves
from ecological disaster, farmers and consumers, business and
government must all make a farreaching, comprehensive commitment to the soil that sustains
us all.
Want more information on how
to go about saving soil? Please
contact Forest (forestjahnke@
gmail.com
608-632-2183)
to connect you with the right
people to navigate the alphabet
soup of governmental and nongovernmental
organizations,
agencies and the programs and
grants available to you. Or any
of the local folks we interviewed
would be happy to help you:
Dave Troester: dtroester@crawfordcountywi.org • Cynthia Olmstead: info@kickapoograzinginitiative.com • Dennis Rooney:
dennis.rooney@ces.uwex.edu
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Oil on the Water Continued from page 1
by rail. Two thirds of that runs down the Upper Mississippi River
rail corridor which includes Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Northeast
Iowa. This corridor is seeing a rapid expansion of new rail infrastructure to carry more product while many old bridges have been
documented in a sad state of neglect.
While a simple reduction in speed and length of the trains and a
mandate for safer tanker cars would greatly improve this inherently
unsafe practice, we are seeing the opposite trend. Our communities
are not prepared for the kind of disaster that will happen as soon as
the next explosion happens in a populated area.
With US oil storage quickly approaching maximum capacity and
overproduction pushing the price of oil down, why the rush? Much
of this oil is destined for export to meet the world’s voracious appetite for cheap oil and increase industry profits by sacrificing our
safety, environment, and resources.
Crawford Stewardship Project will continue to point out that
there are many alternatives that do not endanger our lives, our
land, our air, and our waters. If the amount of private funds and
ratepayer/taxpayer subsidies going to construct more dangerous
energy infrastructure of all kinds (whether that be bomb trains,
oil pipelines, or high capacity transmission lines) were channeled
to energy efficiency, renewable alternatives, and a more distributed
and self-sufficient energy grid, these problems would disappear.
Then we could once again use the rails to transport people!
We join our allies, Citizens Acting for Rail Safety (CARS), in asking our elected officials and responsible government agencies for:
An immediate halt of shipping Bakken oil until volatile gases are
removed to a meaningful extent;
An immediate halt to the use of all versions of DOT-111 rail cars
for the shipment of Bakken oil;
A federal investigation into the safety of shipping Bakken oil by
rail and changes to federal laws and regulations to ensure the safe
transport of Bakken oil;
A federal investigation into the structural integrity and safety of
our national rail infrastructure; and
A temporary hold on all rail expansion projects in the US Army
Corps of Engineer’s St. Paul region (Upper Mississippi) pending a
thorough investigation of the root causes of recent accidents, and
completion of an Environmental Impact Statement of the entire
Upper Mississippi rail corridor.
Your voice is important! All our efforts rely on a solid base of
concerned and active citizens like you. Especially if you live within
a half-mile of the tracks (considered the evacuation zone), please
consider writing a letter and send to your elected representatives,
the EPA, DNR, the Army Corps of Engineers, and a letter to the
editor of your local papers.

A call for volunteers

Thanks to all our volunteers who have helped with aspects of Crawford Stewardship Project’s many events, water monitoring, and all the
other invisible work that goes on behind the scenes. We are able to accomplish an amazing amount with very limited resources, largely
because of your help. Y’all know who you are!
If you are looking to plug further into our Project, please consider doing so according to
your skills and passions.
~Do you feel like you want to speak out to our community about what you see happening,
but aren’t quite sure where to start?
CSP is in beginning phases of forming a letter-writing committee.
~Are you the social butterfly that loves to gather people?
CSP is looking for a volunteer event coordinator to help our busy staff with events.
Interested? Other ideas or concerns? Please don’t hesitate to contact us! (forestjahnke@gmail.com,
608-632-2183)
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Another busy season of CSP events
By Forest Jahnke
As well as attending many
events in the past months, we at
Crawford Stewardship Project
kept up a lively event schedule
of our own.
Last October we hosted the
only Global Frackdown event
in the state with classic folk
music by Skip Jones and Robert Nehman helping everyone
understand the connections between our sand and the oil and
gas industry.
In February, our fourth annual Love the Land Music and
Dance Celebration was another

smashing success! Happy folks
danced to the Yellowbellied
Sapsuckers and the Bad Axe
Blues Band, enjoyed the silent
auction, food and beverages,
and gave generously to our
cause of protecting and improving the land we all love.
This March saw no less than
three events!
CSP spearheaded a farmer
forum, “Adapting Your Farm
to Changing Markets”. This
informational event featured
Nadia Alber of the Center for
Integrated Agriculture Systems,
UW Madison; Paul Dietmann,

Emerging Markets Specialist form Badgerland Financial;
Bert Paris, rotational grazier
and former conventional dairy
farmer; and Ryan Ubben of Niman Ranch. A small but enthusiastic audience was in attendance. We hope to make this an
annual event.
Later in the month, we cosponsored Know Your Land
with the Lower Kickapoo Initiative, Valley Stewardship
Network, Mississippi Valley
Conservancy, and the Kickapoo
Woods Cooperative. This event
helped us understand mapping

and other resources available to
landowners for planning for the
future of their property.
Most recently, we co-sponsored Mysteries of the Driftless
with the Gays Mills Library and
Lower Kickapoo Initiative. This
Emmy-awarded film about our
area included conversation led
by Tim Jacobsen, a producer of
the film, and some lively acoustic tunes by Liam O’Brien.
We hope you have enjoyed our
events, will continue to attend
those we host in the future, and
will bring some friends!

Driftless karst field trip
with Professor Emeritus Kelvin Rodolfo, June 20, 9-noon
Join Crawford Stewardship Project for another fascinating adventure to learn about
the ancient and unique geological landscape we live on. We will begin the program in
Kelvin and Kathy’s home at Pheasant Walk Permaculture (E8022 Bakkom Road, Viroqua) for a presentation. Then we will head out to explore a handful of local karstic areas
to engrave the professor’s lessons into our minds, while getting some exercise and
having some fun! Contact Forest Jahnke at forestjahnke@gmail.com, 608-632-2183.
Kathy Crittenden at Crume Spring

